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SERVICE NOTES ɂ ADVENT 
!ŘǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŀ [ŀǘƛƴ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ άŎƻƳƛƴƎΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ ǿŜŜƪ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ 

ōŜŦƻǊŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ άŎƻƳƛƴƎέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ  ²Ŝ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ 

that he came once as a baby in Bethlehem, and that he will come again at the end of time. 

May God bless your worship. 
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elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  In our service we gather 

before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to 

ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ Ƙƻƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ǿƻǊŘΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ 

take a moment to sign our guest register in the back of the church.   

ü Restrooms are located in the hallway directly opposite the entrance to the sanctuary.   

ü Hearing assistance devices are available.  Speak to an usher. 

ü Large print service folders are available.  Speak to an usher. 

ü Staffed nursery is available, down the hall to the left.  

 

 

W 
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TODAYȭS THEME: 

PREPARE THE WAY 

mailto:schroeder.email@gmail.com


3 
 

DIVINE SERVICE II  

OPENING DIALOG   
Read responsively with the leader  

L: Be strong. Do not be afraid. 

C: Our God will  come to save us.  

L: The eyes of the blind shall be opened;  

C: The ears of the deaf unstopped.  

L: The lame shall leap like a deer;  

C: The tongue of the speechless sing for joy.  

L: Waters shall break forth in the wilderness,   

C: Streams shall flow in the desert.  

L: The ransomed of the Lord shall return   

C: And sorrow and sighing shall flee away.  

L: Be strong. Do not be afraid.   

C: Our God will  come to save us. 

OPENING HYMN:  #737, 'ÏÄȭÓ /×Î #ÈÉÌÄȟ ) 'ÌÁÄÌÙ 3ÁÙ )Ô 
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INVOCATION 

L(eader):   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C(ongregation):  Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

L: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin, 

  For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 

  For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

  For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 

 You should cast me away from your presence forever. 

 h [ƻǊŘΣ L ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ǎƛƴǎΦ  CƻǊƎƛǾŜ ƳŜΣ ŦƻǊ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǎŀƪŜΦ 

L: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  In his great mercy, God made 

us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins.  Hear the word of Christ 

through his called servant: 

 I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

THE RITE OF HOLY BAPTISM  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray. 

The leader says the Prayer of the Day. 

C: Amen. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

THE CHILDRENȭS SERMON 

THE FIRST LESSON:   MALACHI 3:1-4 
1 "See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly 

the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you 

desire, will come," says the LORD Almighty.  

2 But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he 

will be like a refiner's fire or a launderer's soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; 

he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver.  

Then the LORD will have men who will bring offerings in righteousness, 4 and the 

offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the LORD, as in days gone by, as in 

former years. 
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THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH1 

Sung by the choir 

Emmanuel comes! Our Savior is Near!   
This candle now burns with a message so clear.   
Emmanuel comes!  Our Savior is Near!  
DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΣ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ is here!  

THE SECOND LESSON:  1 CORINTHIANS 4:1-5 
1So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christ and as those entrusted with the 

secret things of God. 2Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove 

faithful. 3I care very little if I am judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not even 

judge myself. 4My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent. It is the Lord 

who judges me.  

5Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes. He will 

bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men's hearts. At that 

time each will receive his praise from God. 

HYMN:  #702, Prepare the Royal Highway 

Printed on the next page 

                                                           
1
 The Advent Wreath is a combination of two very common symbols: light and the fir tree. From the 

early centuries of Christianity it has been the practice to represent Christ by a burning candle. The fir tree 
has a long history of religious use. No doubt the Advent Wreath was suggested by the Christmas tree.  

It seems that the Advent Wreath originated a few hundred years ago among the Lutherans of eastern 
Germany. A wreath of evergreens, made in various sizes, was either suspended from the ceiling or placed 
on a table. Four candles representing the four Sundays of Advent were fastened to the wreath.  

Eventually the use of the Advent Wreath became wide spread and moved also from the home into the 
church. The general symbolism of the Advent Wreath lies in the growing light of the wreath, increasing 
each week as we approach the birthday of Jesus, the Light of the world.  
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THE GOSPEL: 

L: The Gospel according to Luke chapter 3. 

C: Glory be to you, O Lord. 

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesarτwhen Pontius Pilate was 

governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and 

Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abileneτ 2during the high priesthood of Annas 

and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the desert. 3He 

went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for 

the forgiveness of sins. 4As is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet:  

   "A voice of one calling in the desert,  

   'Prepare the way for the Lord,  

      make straight paths for him.  
5Every valley shall be filled in,  

      every mountain and hill made low.  

   The crooked roads shall become straight,  

      the rough ways smooth.  
6And all mankind will see God's salvation.' " 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY:  #16,  /Î *ÏÒÄÁÎȭÓ "ÁÎË ÔÈÅ "ÁÐÔÉÓÔȭÓ #ÒÙ 



10 
 

THE SERMON:   
Luke 3 

 

THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He 

suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 

spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THANKSGIVING 

THE OFFERING: 
The members of Faith Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord's work in 

this community and around the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this 

offering which supports our ministry. 

THE OFFERTORY:  Presentation of the Gifts 

Congregation sings 

1. Our gifts, O Lord, to you we bring, For love of you our voices ring!   

hǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ƛƴ ƎǊŀǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǿŜ ƭƛŦǘΣ Lƴ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾΩǊȅ ƎǊŀŎƛƻǳǎ ƎƛŦǘΦ 

2. ¢ƻ ȅƻǳΣ h [ƻǊŘΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎƛŦǘǎ ǿŜ ōǊƛƴƎΣ CǊƻƳ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŜǾΩǊȅ ǿƻƴŘǊƻǳǎ ǘƘƛƴƎΗ   

 Accept our gifts of love and praise, And walk with us our length of days. 

RECEPTION INTO MEMBERSHIP Dennis & Heather Buckley; Hannah, Maggie 

Jay & Beth Ford; Siara, Siena 

Clora Haier 

Kim Johnson; Cole, Ava 

Michael & Ashley Lanier; Harrison, Piper 

Rex & Julie Redmon; Rachel 

Tom & Nikole West; Avery 

Dick & Carolyn Wulf 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:   



12 
 

THE SACRAMENT 

V Faith Lutheran Church practices close communion.  We ask that only members partake 

of the Sacrament. 

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

L: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks. 

O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who comes with his Father to make his home in human hearts, working repentance 

and faith by his Spirit until he comes again.  Therefore with all the saints on earth 

and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:  
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING: 
M: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending 

your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he 

Ƙŀǎ ǊŀƴǎƻƳŜŘ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƛƴΣ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾƛƭΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊΦ 

By his incarnation, he became one with us. 

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 

By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 

By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 

 Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with 

repentant and joyful ƘŜŀǊǘǎΦ {ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǳǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ŀƴŘ ōƭƻƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ 

preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in 

glory everlasting. 

C: Amen.  

THE LORDȭS PRAYER: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION:   
L: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 

ǎŀȅƛƴƎΥ  ά¢ŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ōƻdy, which is given for you. Do this 

ƛƴ ǊŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƳŜΦέ  

¢ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǇΣ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǾŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά5Ǌƛƴƪ 

from it all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is 

poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you 

ŘǊƛƴƪ ƛǘΣ ƛƴ ǊŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƳŜΦέ 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 
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THE DISTRIBUTION: 

THE CLOSING HYMN:  2ÅÊÏÉÃÅȟ 2ÅÊÏÉÃÅȟ 'ÏÄȭÓ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ )Ó #ÏÍÉÎÇ  

Congregation sings the refrain; the choir sings the verses 

Refrain 

RejoƛŎŜΣ ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜΣ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΗ  wŜƧƻƛŎŜΣ ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜΣ ƻǳǊ {ŀǾƛƻǊ ƛǎ ƴŜŀǊΗ 

wŜƧƻƛŎŜΣ ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ŜȄǇƭƻŘŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǎƻ ŎƭŜŀǊΥ 

Emmanuel comes!  Jesus is near!  Emmanuel comes!  Our Savior is near! 

1. The voice of one thaǘ ŎǊƛŜǘƘΣ άtǊŜǇŀǊŜ ȅŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣέ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎ ƛƴ 

our day.  So listen to this message, respond with glad sounds, Our Savior, Christ, is 

coming!  The echo rebounds:  Refrain 

2. Make straight the crooked pathway, let hearts now prepare to see the great salvation of 

God everywhere.  Our Savior, Christ, is coming to show us the way; with overflowing 

gladness let everyone say:  Refrain 

THE LORDȭS BLESSING 
L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 

with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen.     

+ + +  

The flowers at the altar today were given by the Hoth family. 

 

 

 

The following items are reprinted under OneLicense.net  #A-709467  

Listen to the Voice of Gladness.  Text: © 2005 James & Marilyn Biery by MorningStar Music Publishers. All rights reserved.  

Lighting of the Advent Candle.  Text: © 2005 James & Marilyn Biery by MorningStar Music Publishers. All rights reserved. 

Presentation of the Gifts.  Text © 2005 James & Marilyn Biery by MorningStar Music Publishers. All rights reserved. 

wŜƧƻƛŎŜΣ wŜƧƻƛŎŜΣ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ Lǎ /ƻƳƛƴƎΦ  ¢ŜȄǘΥ ϭ нллр WŀƳŜǎ ϧ aŀǊƛƭȅƴ .ƛŜǊȅ ōȅ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ{ǘŀǊ Music Publishers. All rights reserved. 
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Announcements 
Welcome to our guests and visitors!  We are glad that you are here, and hope that you will join 

us again soon.  

Advent Dinners and Devotion: We will be having Wednesday night dinner and devotion to 

celebrate the Advent season.  The dinner begin at 6:00pm and devotion around 6:45pm.  There 

will be a sign up sheets in the gathering area for those who wish to attend and to bring food.  

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ ǎƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƭŀŘΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΦ 

Christmas Worship Schedule: 

December 24: 5:00PM  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  

w/children singing & recitation 

   7:00PM  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

December 25: 10:00AM Christmas Day Worship 

December 27: 10:30AM Worship Service (There will be No Adult Bible   

     Study or Sunday School on his Sunday) 

Sunday School Christmas Party:  There is a Sunday School Christmas party after church on 

December 13th.  If you have any questions, please speak with Richard or Joan Bjornas. 

Ladies Christmas Social: The Ladies Christmas Party will be on Saturday, December 12, 2009 

from 1pm-пǇƳ ŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘŜƭƭ .ŀƪƪŜƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀǇǇŜǘƛȊŜǊ ƻǊ ŘŜǎǎŜǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǿƘƛǘŜ 

elephant gift.  We will also be making the Christmas Eve ornaments that are distributed after the 

Christmas Eve services.  If you have any questions or need directions please see Christell Bakken 

or Jenny Schroeder.  

Poinsettias:  There is a sign-up sheet on the table in the gathering area for those who would like 

to purchase poinsettias to beautify the church for Christmas.  You can take the poinsettias home 

with you after the candlelight service on Christmas Eve. 

Volunteers Needed:  On Christmas Eve, we need volunteers to staff the nursery during the 

worship services. We need 2 people for the 5pm service and 2 people for the 7pm service. The 

pairs can be two adults or one adult and one teenager. If you are willing to serve in this capacity, 

please speak to Dawn Hill. 

 

continued on next page 
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Spring College Course at Faith in Sharpsburg: Foundations, a partnership with Wisconsin 

Lutheran College in Milwaukee, WI, will be offering a spring college class here at Faith starting 

on January 23, 2010. The course offered this spring is BIO120 Life Science. This course is 

transferrable to most universities and colleges.  This class is open to high school juniors and 

seniors, college students, nontraditional students and those needing continuing education. For 

ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ WŜƴƴȅ {ŎƘǊƻŜŘŜǊ ƻǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ 

www.foundationslearning.com 

2010 Calendar:  The youth group has created a 2010 calendar to be sold to raise money to 

support one of our synodical high schools, Michigan Lutheran Seminary.  The calendars will be 

available during the month of December, so if you would like to purchase one, please place your 

order after any church service in December at the youth group table.  Each calendar costs $5 

AND 100% goes to the school. 

Upcoming Schedules: 

Cleaning: Week of Dec 7 ς Dec 12:  M Schroeder  Dec 14 ς Dec 20:  Higgs 

Nursery: Dec 13:  Payne/Rector    Dec 20:  Johnston 

 

http://www.foundationslearning.com/

