SERVICE NOTES — ADVENT
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that he came once as a baby in Bethlehem, and that he will come again at the end of time.

May God bless your worship.



FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

A Changeless Message for a Changing World

Pastor Jon Schroeder Those who serve:
Church Office: ~ 770-253-4007 Assistant:  Vicar Keith Schleis
Home Phone: 770-253-6565 Organist: Mary Beth Eckhardt
Fax: 770-253-4007

Email: schroeder.email@gmail.com

DECEMBERL3, 2009 ADVENT3

elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. In our service we gather

Wbefore our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to
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take a moment to sign our guest register in the back of the church.

U Restroonsare located in the hallway directly opposite the entrance to the sanctuary.
U Hearing assistance devicase available. Speak to an usher.
U Large print service foldersre available. Speak to an usher.

U Staffed nursery is availabjelown the hall to the left.

TODAYS THEME

ReJOICEGODEKINGDOM ISCOMING
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SERVICE OF THE WORD

OPENING DIALOG
Read responsively with the leader

L:

C:

L:

Be strong. Do not be afraid.

Our Godwill cometo saveus.

The eyes of the blind shall be opened,;
Theearsof the deafunstopped.

The lame shall leap like a deer;
Thetongue of the speechlessingfor joy.
Waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
Streamsshallflow in the desert.

The ransomed of the Lord shall return
And sorrow and sighingshallflee away.
Be strong. Do not be afraid.

Our Godwill cometo saveus.



OPENING HYMN: #702, Prepare the Royal Highway

() = . . ‘ ‘ .
[— ral I | | | | y | | + | I ]
| 40 A 0 ) I I | I I I | I T 1 I I I |
I'\:j;“ 4 e e a————— 01. al .l —2 .  —
1 Pre - pare the roy - al high-way; The King of kings is
2 God's peo-ple, see him com -ing: Your own e - ter - nal
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen To greet your prom-ised
4 His no earth - ly  king - dom; It comes from heav'n a -
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near! Let ev - 'ry hil and val - ley A
King! Palm branch - es strew be - fore him!  Spread
King! Your King, yet ev - 'ty na - tion Its
bove. His rule is peace and free - dom And
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lev - el road ap - pear!
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, Fore-

gar - ments! Shout and  sing! God's prom-ise will not fail you! No
trib - ute  too should bring. All  lands, bow down be - fore him! All
jus - tice, truth, and love. So let your praise be sound-ing For
0 4 | | \ ‘
[— ¥ I [ N I I I I I I A
IR} [ [ [ I I [ I I I
Z o - =

told in sa - cred sto - ry:
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more §hall doubt as sail youl ' b an - na to the
na - tions, now a - dore him!
kind - ness so a - bound - ing:
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Let us pray.

For

he
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ful - fills God's Word!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The leader says the Prayer of the Day.

C:

Amen.



THE WORD OF GOD

THE CHILDREN’S SERMON

THE FIRST LESSON: ZEPHANIAH 3:14-17
4 Sing, O Daughter of Zion;
shout aloud, O Israel!
Be glad and rejoice with all your heart,
O Daughter of Jerusalem!

> The LORD has taken away your punishment,
he has turned back your enemy.

The LORD, the King of Israel, is with you;
never again will you fear any harm.

'® On that day they will say to Jerusalem,
"Do not fear, O Zion;
do not let your hands hang limp.

Y The LORD your God is with you,

he is mighty to save.

He will take great delight in you,

he will quiet you with his love,

he will rejoice over you with singing."



THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH!
Sung by the choir

Emmanuel comes! Our Savior is Near!

This candle now burns with a message so clear.

Emmanuel comes! Our Savior is Near!
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THE SECOND LESSON: PHILIPPIANS 4:4-7
“Rejoice in the Lord always. | will say it again: Rejoice! °Let your gentleness be evident to
all. The Lord is near. °Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. ’And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

THE VERSE OF THE DAY
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C: Al - le - lu-ia! Al - le - lu - ia! Al - le - lu - ia!
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These  words are writ - ten that we may be-lieve that
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Je - sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
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Al - le - lu - ia! Al - le - lu - ia! Al - le - lu - ia!

! The Advent Wreath is a combination of two very common symbols: light and the fir tree. From the
early centuries of Christianity it has been the practice to represent Christ by a burning candle. The fir tree
has a long history of religious use. No doubt the Advent Wreath was suggested by the Christmas tree.

It seems that the Advent Wreath originated a few hundred years ago among the Lutherans of eastern
Germany. A wreath of evergreens, made in various sizes, was either suspended from the ceiling or placed
on a table. Four candles representing the four Sundays of Advent were fastened to the wreath.

Eventually the use of the Advent Wreath became wide spread and moved also from the home into the
church. The general symbolism of the Advent Wreath lies in the growing light of the wreath, increasing
each week as we approach the birthday of Jesus, the Light of the world.
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THE GOSPEL LESSON: LUKE 3:7-18
’John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 2Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And
do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' For | tell you that out of
these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. °The axe is already at the root of the
trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the
fire."

mp/hat should we do then?" the crowd asked.

"john answered, "The man with two tunics should share with him who has none, and
the one who has food should do the same."

2Tax collectors also came to be baptized. "Teacher," they asked, "what should we do?"

B"Don't collect any more than you are required to," he told them. *Then some
soldiers asked him, "And what should we do?"

He replied, "Don't extort money and don't accuse people falselyT be content with your
pay.

BThe people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John
might possibly be the Christ. **John answered them all, "I baptize you with water. But one
more powerful than | will come, the thongs of whose sandals | am not worthy to untie. He
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. *’His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear
his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with
unquenchable fire." **And with many other words John exhorted the people and preached
the good news to them.
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C: Praise be to you, O  Christ!

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: #704, Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending
Printed onthe next page
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1 Lo, he comes with clouds de -
2 Ev - ‘ry eye shall now be -
3 Those dear to - kens of his
4 Yea, A - men, let all a -
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scend - ing, Once for ev - 'ry sin - ner
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saints at - tend - ing Swell the tri - umph
culed and sold him, Pierced and nailed him
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of his train. Al - le - lu - ial
to the tree, Deep - ly wail - ing,
wor - ship - ers. With what won - der,
peo - ple home! Al - le - lu - ia!
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Deep - ly wail - ing, Deep - ly wail - ing,
With what won - der, With what won - der,
Al - le - lu - ial Al - le - lu - ial
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Christ re - veals his end - less reign.
Shall the true Mes - si - ah see.
Gaze we on those glo - rious scars.
You shall reign and you a - lone!



THE SERMON:

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, wtas conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand God the Father almighty. From there he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THANKSGIVING

THE OFFERING:
The members of Faith Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord's work ir
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:

THE LORD’S PRAYER:
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespas against usand lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



THE LORD’S BLESSING
L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord

with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.
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Congregatiorsings the refrain; the choir sings the verses
Refrain
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Emmanuel comes! Jesus is ne&mmanuel comes! Our Savior is near!
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our day. So listen to this message, respond with glad sounds, Our Savior, Christ, is
coming! The echo rebounds: Refrain

2. Make straight the crooked pathway, let hearts now prepare to see the great salvation of
God everywhere. Our Savior, Christ, is coming to show us the way; with overflowing
gladness let everyone say: Refrain

+++

The flowers at the altar today were given theRector and Payne families
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Announcements

Welcome to our guests and visitorsWe are glad that you are here, and hope that you will join
us again soon.

Advent Dinners and Devotione will be having Wednesday night dinner and devotion to

celebrate the Advent season. The dinner begin at 6:00pm and devotion around 6:45pm. There

will be a sign up sheets in the gathering area for those who wish to attend and to bring food.
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Christmas Worshifschedule:

December 24: 5:00PM Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
w/children singing & recitation
7:00PM Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
December 25: 10:00AM Christmas Day Worship
December 27: 10:30AM Worship Service (There will be No Adult Bible

Study or Sunday School on his Sunday)

Poinsettias: There is a sigh-up sheet on the table in the gathering area for those who would like
to purchase poinsettias to beautify the church for Christmas. You can take the poinsettias home
with you after the candlelight service on Christmas Eve.

Spring College Course at Faith in Sharpsbéogindations, a partnership with Wisconsin

Lutheran College in Milwaukee, WI, will be offering a spring college class here at Faith starting

on January 23, 2010. The course offered this spring is BIO120 Life Science. This course is

transferrable to most universities and colleges. This class is open to high school juniors and

seniors, college students, nontraditional students and those needing continuing education. For
more A Y F2NXIF GA2y S LI SIFasS O2yidlF O wWSyyeée { OKNRS
www.foundationslearning.com

2010Calendar:The youth group has created a 2010 calendar to be sold to raise money to
support one of our synodical high schools, Michigan Lutheran Seminary. The calendars will be
available during the month of December, so if you would like to purchase one, please place your
order after any church service in December at the youth group table. Each calendar costs S5
AND 100% goes to the school.

Upcoming Schedules:
Cleaning Week of Dec 14 ¢ Dec 19: Higgs Week of Dec 21 ¢ Dec 26: L & K Green
Nursery: Dec 20: Johnston Dec 27: Covey/Schroeder
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