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SERVICE NOTES ɂ ADVENT 
!ŘǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŀ [ŀǘƛƴ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ άŎƻƳƛƴƎΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ ǿŜŜƪ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ 

ōŜŦƻǊŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ άŎƻƳƛƴƎέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ  ²Ŝ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ 

that he came once as a baby in Bethlehem, and that he will come again at the end of time. 

May God bless your worship. 
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elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  In our service we gather 

before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to 

ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ Ƙƻƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ǿƻǊŘΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ 

take a moment to sign our guest register in the back of the church.   

ü Restrooms are located in the hallway directly opposite the entrance to the sanctuary.   

ü Hearing assistance devices are available.  Speak to an usher. 

ü Large print service folders are available.  Speak to an usher. 

ü Staffed nursery is available, down the hall to the left.  

 

 

W 
DECEMBER 20, 2009 ADVENT 4 

TODAYȭS THEME: 

THE CHILD BORN TO SAVE US:  IMMANUEL 

mailto:schroeder.email@gmail.com
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DIVINE SERVICE II 

 

INVOCATION 

L(eader):   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C(ongregation):  Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

L: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin, 

  For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 

  For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

  For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 

 You should cast me away from your presence forever. 

 h [ƻǊŘΣ L ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ǎƛƴǎΦ  CƻǊƎƛǾŜ ƳŜΣ ŦƻǊ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǎŀƪŜΦ 

L: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  In his great mercy, God made 

us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins.  Hear the word of Christ 

through his called servant: 

 I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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THE GREAT ANTIPHONS OF ADVENT 

The Great Antiphons of Advent have been cherished for centuries by Christian worshipers. 

Each one consists of a title given to Christ in the Old Testament and a petition asking him to 

ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŀƭ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻǊ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎȅΦ !ƴ άŀƴǘƛǇƘƻƴέ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŜǊǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǎǳƴƎ  

responsively. These Great Antiphons have been sung in Christian Churches since about 

500AD. 

L: Emmanuel1, our king and our Lord, the anointed of the nations and their Savior, 

Come and save us, O Lord our God. 

C: (sings) Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appears. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

L: O Root of Jesse, standing as an ensign before the peoples, before whom all kings are 

mute, to whom the nations will do homage; come quickly to deliver us. 

C: Oh, come, O Root of Jesse's stem, from every foe deliver them 

That trust your mighty pow'r to save, bring them in victory through the grave. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

L: O Key of David and scepter of the house of Israel, you open and no one can close; 

you close and no one can open. Come and rescue the prisoners who are in darkness 

and the shadow of death.  

C: Oh, come, O Key of David, come and open wide our heav'nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high and close the path to misery. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

L: O Dayspring, splendor of light everlasting, come and enlighten those who sit in 

darkness and the shadow of death. 

C: Oh, come, O Dayspring from on high and cheer us by your drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night and death's dark shadows put to flight 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

                                                           
1
 Emmanuel is a name for Jesus.  It is comprised of 3 Hebrew words that mean God with us.  Truly, chosen 

God took on flesh and blood in Bethlehem, God was with us in every way. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

L: Let us pray. 

The leader says the Prayer of the Day. 

C: Amen. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

THE CHILDRENȭS SERMON 

THE FIRST LESSON:   GENESIS 4:1,2,6-8,25ɂ5:5 
1 Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She said, 

"With the help of the LORD I have brought forth a man." 2 Later she gave birth to his brother 

Abel.  

      Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. 

 6 Then the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? 7 If you 

do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching 

at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it."  

 8 Now Cain said to his brother Abel, "Let's go out to the field." And while they were in 

the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him. 

25 Adam lay with his wife again, and she gave birth to a son and named him Seth, saying, 

"God has granted me another child in place of Abel, since Cain killed him." 

 1 This is the written account of Adam's line.  

      When God created man, he made him in the likeness of God. 2 He created them male 

and female and blessed them. And when they were created, he called them "man."  
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3 When Adam had lived 130 years, he had a son in his own likeness, in his own image; 

and he named him Seth. 4 After Seth was born, Adam lived 800 years and had other sons 

and daughters. 5 Altogether, Adam lived 930 years, and then he died. 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH2  Ψ¢ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƻƻƴ ƻŦ ²ƛƴǘŜǊǘƛƳe 

Junior Choir 

THE SECOND LESSON:  REVELATION 12:1-6 
1A great and wondrous sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, 

with the moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head. 2She was 

pregnant and cried out in pain as she was about to give birth. 3Then another sign 

appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten horns and 

seven crowns on his heads. 4His tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung 

them to the earth. The dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give birth, 

so that he might devour her child the moment it was born. 5She gave birth to a son, a 

male child, who will rule all the nations with an iron scepter. And her child was snatched 

up to God and to his throne. 6The woman fled into the desert to a place prepared for 

her by God, where she might be taken care of for 1,260 days  

                                                           
2
 The Advent Wreath is a combination of two very common symbols: light and the fir tree. From the 

early centuries of Christianity it has been the practice to represent Christ by a burning candle. The fir tree 
has a long history of religious use. No doubt the Advent Wreath was suggested by the Christmas tree.  

It seems that the Advent Wreath originated a few hundred years ago among the Lutherans of eastern 
Germany. A wreath of evergreens, made in various sizes, was either suspended from the ceiling or placed 
on a table. Four candles representing the four Sundays of Advent were fastened to the wreath.  

Eventually the use of the Advent Wreath became wide spread and moved also from the home into the 
church. The general symbolism of the Advent Wreath lies in the growing light of the wreath, increasing 
each week as we approach the birthday of Jesus, the Light of the world.  
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THE VERSE OF THE DAY: 

 

THE GOSPEL:  
L: The Gospel according to Luke chapter 1. 

C: Glory be to you, O Lord. 

30But the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with 

God. 31You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 

name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 

God will give him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house 

of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end." 

34"How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a virgin?"  

35The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 

the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the 

Son of God. 36Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 

she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month. 37For nothing is impossible with 

God."  

38"I am the Lord's servant," Mary answered. "May it be to me as you have said." 

Then the angel left her.  
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39At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, 
40where she entered Zechariah's home and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth 

heard Mary's greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with 

the Holy Spirit. 42In a loud voice she exclaimed: "Blessed are you among women, and 

blessed is the child you will bear! 43But why am I so favored, that the mother of my 

Lord should come to me? 44As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, 

the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45Blessed is she who has believed that what 

the Lord has said to her will be accomplished!" 

ά46And Mary said:έ3 

My soul doth magnify the Lord. 

And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior. 

For he has regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden; 

For behold, from henceforth, all generations, shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is His name, 

And his mercy is on them that fear him. 

He hath shown strength, he hath scatter the proud, 

He hath put down the mighty, and exalted the humble. 

He hath filled the hungry, and the rich he has sent away, 

He remembered his mercy, hath helped his servant Israel. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is His name, 

And his mercy is on them that fear him. 

My soul doth magnify the Lord. 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ. 

                                                           
3
 aŀǊȅΩǎ {ƻƴƎ ǘƻ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ aŀƎƴƛŦƛŎŀǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ title comes from the first line of the song in Latin: 

Magnificat anima meaτάaȅ ǎƻǳƭ ƳŀƎƴƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦέ 
The Magnificat has been used in evening services by the Christian Church since at least 500A.D.  
Martin Luther once wrote: 
άbƻǿΣ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ L do not know anything that serves such a purpose so well as this sacred hymn of 
the most blessed Mother of God, which ought indeed to be learned and kept in mind by all who would 
rule well and be helpful lords.  In it she sings sweetly about the fear of God, what sort of Lord he is, and 
especially what his dealings are with those of low and high degree.  Let someone else listen to his love 
singing a worldly ditty;  this pure virgin well deserves to be heard by prince and lord, as she sings him her 
sacred, chaste, and salutary song.  It is  a fine custom, too, that this canticle is sung in all churches daily at 
ǾŜǎǇŜǊǎ όǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜύΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜǘ ƛǘ ŀǇŀǊǘΦέ 
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THE HYMN OF THE DAY:  #24, The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 

THE SERMON:          

Immanuel:  The serpent-crusher comes 

THE RESPONSE:   The Magnificat 

Print on the next page 

THANKSGIVING 

THE OFFERING: 
The members of Faith Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord's work in 

this community and around the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this 

offering which supports our ministry. 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:   
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THE MAGNIFICAT Holly, Buth, Tiffany Harris, Antoinette Massmann 

The congregation is invited to sing the refrain. 

Refrain: 

 

For he has favored his lowly one, and all shall call me blessed.  

The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name.  Refrain. 

IŜ ŦŀǾƻǊǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŦŜŀǊ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜΣ ƛƴ ŜǾΩǊȅ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ   

He has shown the might and strength of his arm, and scattered the proud of heart.  Refrain. 

He has cast the mighty from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly.  

He has filled the hungry with all good gifts, and sent the rich away.  Refrain. 

He has helped his servant Israel, remembering his mercy.   

He promised his mercy to Abraham and his children for evermore.  Refrain.  
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THE SACRAMENT 

V Faith Lutheran Church practices close communion.  We ask that only members partake 

of the Sacrament. 

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

L: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks. 

O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who comes with his Father to make his home in human hearts, working repentance 

and faith by his Spirit until he comes again.  Therefore with all the saints on earth 

and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:  
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING: 
M: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending 

your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he 

Ƙŀǎ ǊŀƴǎƻƳŜŘ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƛƴΣ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾƛƭΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊΦ 

By his incarnation, he became one with us. 

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 

By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 

By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 

 Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with 

ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƧƻȅŦǳƭ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΦ {ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǳǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ŀƴd blood, and 

preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in 

glory everlasting. 

C: Amen.  

THE LORDȭS PRAYER: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION:   

L: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 

ǎŀȅƛƴƎΥ  ά¢ŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ōƻŘȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ 5ƻ ǘƘƛǎ 

in remembraƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƳŜΦέ  

¢ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǇΣ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǾŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά5Ǌƛƴƪ 

from it all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is 

poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you 

ŘǊƛƴƪ ƛǘΣ ƛƴ ǊŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƳŜΦέ 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 
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THE DISTRIBUTION: 

THE SONG OF DEPARTURE:  2ÅÊÏÉÃÅȟ 2ÅÊÏÉÃÅȟ 'ÏÄȭÓ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ )Ó #ÏÍÉÎÇ  

Congregation sings the refrain; the choir sings the verses 

Refrain 

wŜƧƻƛŎŜΣ ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜΣ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ!  Rejoice, rejoice, our Savior is near! 

wŜƧƻƛŎŜΣ ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ŜȄǇƭƻŘŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǎƻ ŎƭŜŀǊΥ 

Emmanuel comes!  Jesus is near!  Emmanuel comes!  Our Savior is near! 

1. ¢ƘŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎǊƛŜǘƘΣ άtǊŜǇŀǊŜ ȅŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣέ ƛǎ ǎǘill the voice proclaiming to us in 

our day.  So listen to this message, respond with glad sounds, Our Savior, Christ, is 

coming!  The echo rebounds:  Refrain 

2. Make straight the crooked pathway, let hearts now prepare to see the great salvation of 

God everywhere.  Our Savior, Christ, is coming to show us the way; with overflowing 

gladness let everyone say:  Refrain 

L: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have 

given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our 

faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live 

as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the 

wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

THE LORDȭS BLESSING 
L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 

with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen.     

+ + +  

The flowers at the altar today were given by the Gibson family. 
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Announcements 
Welcome to our guests and visitors!  We are glad that you are here, and hope that you will join 

us again soon.  

Christmas Worship Schedule: 

December 24: 5:00PM  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  

w/children singing & recitation 

   7:00PM  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

December 25: 10:00AM Christmas Day Worship 

December 27: 10:30AM Worship Service (There will be No Adult Bible   

     Study or Sunday School on his Sunday) 

Christmas Cookies:  Help us share the joy of Christmas with the family of Faith!  We are in need 

of cookies to serve on Christmas Eve to our members, guests and visitors.  Please bring a tray of 

cookies, ready to serve, on Christmas Eve.  There will be a table set up in the gathering area and 

the cookies will be served there after the 5:00pm and 7:00pm services.  If you have any 

questions, contact Judy Christopher.  

Poinsettias:  There is a sign-up sheet on the table in the gathering area for those who would like 

to purchase poinsettias to beautify the church for Christmas.  You can take the poinsettias home 

with you after the candlelight service on Christmas Eve. 

Spring College Course at Faith in Sharpsburg: Foundations, a partnership with Wisconsin 

Lutheran College in Milwaukee, WI, will be offering a spring college class here at Faith starting 

on January 23, 2010. The course offered this spring is BIO120 Life Science. This course is 

transferrable to most universities and colleges.  This class is open to high school juniors and 

seniors, college students, nontraditional students and those needing continuing education. For 

more information, please contact Jenny Schroeder or visit tƘŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ 

www.foundationslearning.com 

Upcoming Schedules: 

Cleaning: Week of Dec 21 ς Dec 26:  L & K Green  Week of Dec 28 ς Jan 2:  Nichols 

Nursery: Dec 27:  Covey/Schroeder Jan 3: Bjornas 

The following items are reprinted under OneLicense.net  #A-709467  

Lighting of the Advent Candle.  Text: © 2005 James & Marilyn Biery by MorningStar Music Publishers. All rights reserved.  

Magnificat.  Text and tune: © 1980 James J Chepponis by GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Ψ¢ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƻƻƴ ƻŦ ²ƛƴǘŜǊǘƛƳŜΦ ¢ŜȄǘ ŀƴŘ ¢ǳƴŜΥ ϭ мффр Robert A. Hobby by Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

RŜƧƻƛŎŜΣ wŜƧƻƛŎŜΣ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ Lǎ /ƻƳƛƴƎΦ  ¢ŜȄǘΥ ϭ нллр WŀƳŜǎ ϧ aŀǊƛƭȅƴ .ƛŜǊȅ ōȅ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ{ǘŀǊ aǳǎƛŎ tǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊǎΦ !ƭƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǊŜǎerved. 

 

http://www.foundationslearning.com/

