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before our almighty God to offer him our worship andige. We also gather to
strengthen ourselves through the study
a moment to sign our guest register in the back of the church.

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. In our service we gather

U Restroomsare located in the hallway directly opposite the entrance to theuaanct
U Hearing assistance deviceare available. Speak to an usher.

U Large print service foldersare available. Speak to an usher.

ToDAYG THEME

THENATIVITY OFOURLORD
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COMMONSERVICE
OPENINGHYMN: #34, Now Sing We, Now Rejoice

INVOCATION

L(eader) In the name of the Father and b&tSon and of the Holy Spirit.
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C: A - men.
CONFESSIONDFSNS
L: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to Goc
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C: Holy and Merciful Father, | confess that | am by nature sinful, and that | have

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions. | have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this | deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But | am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus
Christ, | pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

LORD, HAVE MERCY

Kyrie

o) ‘ | | | | | |
= I i i i - — i ] ] i
B e S S

o \

C: Lord, have mer - cy on us. Christ, have mer - cy
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on us. Lord, have mer - cy on us.



L: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to b
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a callecgseof Christ and by his

authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and
of the Holy Spirit.

C: A - men.

OUR SONG OFPRAISE

L: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
GLORY TOGOD
Gloria in Excelsis
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C: Glorybeto God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
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We praise you, we bless you, we wor - ship you, we glorify you,
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we give thanks to you for your great glory, O Lord God, heav'n-ly King,
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God the Fa-ther al - mighty. O Lord, the only begotten Son, Je-sus Christ;
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the
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sin of the world; have mercy on us You take away the
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sin of the world;

re - ceive our prayer.

®
You sit at the right hand of
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God the Father; have mercy on us. For you on-ly are holy;
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you on-ly are the Lord. You only, O Christ, with the Ho-ly Spirit,
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are most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.
PRAYER @& THEDAY
L: The Lord be with you.
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C: And al - so with you.
L: Let us pray.

The leader says the Prayer of the Day.
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THEWORD OFGOD

THE CHILDRENG SERMON

THEFIRSTLESSON ISAIAH52:7-10
"How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who
proclaimpeace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, "Your
God reigns!"® Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; together they shout for joy. When
the LORD returns to Zion, they will see it with their own eydurst into songsfgoy
together, you ruins of Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted his people, he has redeemed
Jerusalem.

°The LORD will lay bare his holy arm in the sight of all the nations, and all the ends of
the earth will see the salvation of our God.

THE PSALM OFTHE DAY: PSALM96 Today Is Born Our Savior
The choir sings the verselhe congregation is invited to sing the refrain.
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To - day is born  our Sav-ior, our
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Sav - dor Christ the Lord.

1. O sing to the Lord, a new song; O sing to the Loldyal lands O sing to the Lord,
and bl ess Gododéds namRefranand bl ess Godos

2. Announcehis salvation each day, his glory among all the nations; among all peoples
his wondrous deeds, his wondrous dedgisfrain

3. Let heaven and earth rejoice; let seas and whath#i® resound; let plains be joyful
andall there in, the treof the forest exultRefrain

4. Exultin the Lord, who comes, who comes to rule the earth, to rule the world with
justice, the nations with truthfRefrain



THE SECONDLESSON HEBREWSL:1-9
!In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophesngttimes and in
various ways’but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir
of all things, and through whom he made the univémgee Son is the radiance of God's
glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaali things by his powerful word.
After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in
heaven?So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is super

to theirs.

°For to which of thengels did God ever say,
"You are my Son;

today | have become your Father"? Or again,
“I will be his Father,

and he will be my Son"?

®And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says,
"Let all God's angels worshigm." “In speaking of the angels he says,
"He makes his angels winds,

his servants flames of firéBut about the Son he says,
"Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever,

and righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom.

°You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;
therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions
by anointing you with the oil of joy."

THEVERSE ORHE DAY
L: When the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a womanuhdear law,

to redeem those under law. (Galatians 4:4,5a)
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THE GOSPELLESSON JOHN1:1-14
After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:
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C: Glo-ry be to you, O Lord!

!In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was with Godn the beginning.

*Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.
“In him was life, and that life was the light of méfhe light shines in the darkness, but the
darkness has not understood it.

®There came a man wheas sent from God; his name was Jdkfe came as a witness to
testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might belfelehimself was not
the light; he came only as a witness to the ligFtie true light that gives light to every man
was coming into the world.

%He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not
recognize him*He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive'f¥et.
to all who received him, to those who believed in him@ahe gave the right to become
children of Go@ *children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a
husband's will, but born of God.

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the
glory of the One and @y, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
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C:  Praise be to you, O Christ!



THE NICENECREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all

that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternalbegotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirihd the virgin
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with
the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hawfdthe Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Sons worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Aen.

THEHYMN OF THEDAY: #63, Angels We Have Heard on High

THE SERMON
The Light of the World
John 1:114

THE RESPONSE
After the sermon, the congregation sings:
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way from your  pres-ence, and take not your Ho - ly Spir - it
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from me. Re - store un-to me the joy of your sal - va -
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tion, and up - hold me with your free Spir-it. A-men.

THANKSGIVING

THE OFFERING
The members of Faith Lutheran Congregation haueejpitogether to do the Lord's work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

THE OFFERTORY O HolyNight
Quartet

THE PRAYER OF THECHURCH

THE LORD&PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against ugnd lead us not into temptaion, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

10



THE SACRAMENT

V/ Eaith Lutheran Church practices close communion. We ask that only members partake
of the Sacrament.

L
C
L
C:
L
C
L

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give yokstha

O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
for in the wonder and mystery of his birth you have opened our eyes to the glory of
your grace and renewed in our hearts the fervor of your love. Therefore, with all t
saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their gloriou
song:
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