A Festival of

Lessons and
Carols

Recounting the History of the Birth of
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ



FAITH

LUTHER AN

A PRAYER UPON ENTERING WORSHIP

Almighty God, you dealt wonderfully with your servant Mary, in choosing her to be the mother of your
dearly beloved Son and thus graciously made known your regard for the poor and lowly and despised.
Grant us grace in all humility and meekness to receive your Word with hearty faith and to rejoice in
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, in whose name we pray. Amen. (Martin Luther)

OUR FACILITIES

Our restrooms are located down the hall of our education wing. There is a staffed nursery available in
Rooms 1 and 2 of our education wing. If you need anything during the service, please feel free to ask
an usher.

SERVICE NOTES

For over a thousand years the Christian world has marked the passing of time from the year of Jesus'
birth. Recognizing his coming into the world as the central event in the story of humankind, Christians
count the years before his birth as B.C. (Before Christ) and the years after his birth as A.D. (Anno
Domini, the Year of Our Lord).

Our worship service this morning is an adaptation of “The Festival of Lessons and Carols” service
traditionally held at King's College, Cambridge, England, on December 24 every year. The Festival was
first held on Christmas Eve, 1918. It was planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of thirty-four
had just been appointed Dean of King’'s College after experience as an army chaplain. A revision of
the Order of Service was made in 1919, involving rearrangement of the lessons. In almost every year
some carols have been changed and some new ones introduced by successive Organists. However,
the backbone of the service, the lessons and the prayers, has remained virtually unchanged for nearly
100 years.



ORDER OF SERVICE

RINGING OF THE BELL
PROCESSIONAL HYMN “Once in Royal David’s City”

Please stand and face théwarch doors as soon as the békginsto ring.
Turn towards the cross as it passes by.

Choir: Once in Royal David’s city Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby In a manger for his bed;
Mary was that Mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.

All; He came down to earth from heaven Who is God and Lord of all.
And his shelter was a stable, And his cradle was a stall;
With the poor and mean and lowly Lived on earth our Savior holy.

But our eyes at last shall see him Through his own redeeming love,
For that child, so dear and gentle, Is our Lord in heav'n above,
And he leads his children on To the place where he is gone.

EXHORTATION and LORD’S PRAYER

M: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to hear again the
message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to Bethlehem and see this thing which
has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a manger.

Let us read and learn in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first
days after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy child.

But first, let us pray for people all over the world who would delight with us to know the good
news of Jesus Christ and who would join with us in singing his praises. Let us pray for the
people of Atlanta and for all those in our own congregation.

And, because this would please our Lord, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless,
the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who are sad, the lonely and the



