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The word Lent comes from an Old English word for spring (“lengten,” the time of the year 

when the days grow longer).  For the last 1700 years, the Church has set aside the 40 days 

between Ash Wednesday and Easter as a time of special preparation.  It is a time of 

repentance and renewal. 

During Lent, our rejoicing is muted as we remember our Lord’s suffering and death.  But it 

is with a purpose:  we know that the Lord who died took up his life again on Easter Sunday 

morning.  So our 40 days of Lent are ones lived in the certain hope of the resurrection. 

The color of the season is purple.  Purple is the ancient color of royalty.  We have this kind 

of king:  he wore a crown of thorns, and carried a cross for us.  Thanks be to God! 

For the precise counters in the congregation, the Church speaks of 40 days of Lent because 

ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ŀǎ άƭƛǘǘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊǎΦέ 
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elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  In our service we gather 
before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to 
strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word.  Please 

take a moment to sign our guest register in the back of the church.   

ü Restrooms are located in the hallway directly opposite the entrance to the sanctuary.   

ü Hearing assistance devices are available.  Speak to an usher. 

ü Large print service folders are available.  Speak to an usher. 

ü Staffed nursery is available, down the hall to the left.  

 

W 
MARCH 7, 2010 LENT 3 

 

TODAYȭS THEME: 

THE GOD OF GRACE CALLS US TO REPENTANCE 
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SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT 

GATHERING RITE: Now, the Acceptable Time 

 

Choir: Refrain 

All: Refrain 

Choir: This is the time of fulfillment, the reign of God is at hand.  Reform your lives and 

believe the good news. 

All: Refrain 
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INVOCATION 

L(eader): The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C(ongregation): And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

L: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 

hearts.  Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

C: Holy and Merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions.  I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I 

pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

L: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 
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KYRIE1 

L: For all that we need in life, and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude 

and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

L: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the 

courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O 

Christ. 

 

L: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here 

their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

L: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power, and keep us in 

your tender care. 

 

                                                           
1
 The word Kyrie is a Greek word from the phrase Kyrie eleison which means, “Lord, have mercy!”  This is 

the most heartfelt cry of a believer to his Lord.  It is not a cry for forgiveness, but a cry for mercy that our 
Lord and King hear us and help us in our necessities and trouble.  Christians have been praying the Kyrie at 
Sunday worship for more than 1700 years (that’s why its name is Greek, the language most commonly 
spoken at the time).  This morning, may it also be our heartfelt cry to our Lord and King. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray. 

The leader says the Prayer of the Day. 

C: Amen. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

THE CHILDRENȭS SERMON 

THE FIRST LESSON:   EXODUS 3:1-8B, 10-15  
1 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and 

he led the flock to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 

There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses 

saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, "I will go over 

and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up."  

4 When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the 

bush, "Moses! Moses!"   And Moses said, "Here I am."  

5 "Do not come any closer," God said. "Take off your sandals, for the place where you 

are standing is holy ground." 6 Then he said, "I am the God of your father, the God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob." At this, Moses hid his face, because he 

was afraid to look at God.  

7 The LORD said, "I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard 

them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 8 

So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up 

out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey 

10 So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of 

Egypt." 11 But Moses said to God, "Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the 

Israelites out of Egypt?" 12 And God said, "I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you 

that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will 
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worship God on this mountain." 13 Moses said to God, "Suppose I go to the Israelites and say 

to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' 

Then what shall I tell them?" 14 God said to Moses, "I am who I am . This is what you are to 

say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to you.' "  15 God also said to Moses, "Say to the 

Israelites, 'The LORD, the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and 

the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.' This is my name forever, the name by which I am to 

be remembered from generation to generation. 

THE PSALM OF THE DAY:  PSALM 38  

Read responsively with the leader 

L: O LORD, do not rebuke me in your anger 

C: or discipline me in your wrath. 

L: For your arrows have pierced me, 

C: and your hand has come down upon me. 

L: My guilt has overwhelmed me 

C: like a burden too heavy to bear. 

L: All my longings lie open before you, O LORD; 

C: my sighing is not hidden from you. 

L: I wait for you, O LORD; 

C: you will answer, O LORD my God. 

L: Come quickly to help me, 

C: O LORD my Savior. 

THE SECOND LESSON:  1 CORINTHIANS 10:1-13 
1For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers, that our forefathers were all 

under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. 2They were all baptized into 

Moses in the cloud and in the sea. 3They all ate the same spiritual food 4and drank the same 

spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock 

was Christ. 5Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them; their bodies were 

scattered over the desert.  
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6Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil 

things as they did. 7Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written: "The people 

sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in pagan revelry." 8We should not commit 

sexual immorality, as some of them did—and in one day twenty-three thousand of them 

died. 9We should not test the Lord, as some of them did—and were killed by snakes. 10And 

do not grumble, as some of them did—and were killed by the destroying angel.  

11These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for 

us, on whom the fulfillment of the ages has come. 12So, if you think you are standing firm, be 

careful that you don't fall! 13No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. 

And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you 

are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it. 

THE VERSE OF THE DAY 

 

Choir: Refrain 

All: Refrain 

Cantor: Repent, says the Lord; repent, says the Lord; the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

All: Refrain 
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THE GOSPEL LESSON:   LUKE 13:1-9 
1Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose 

blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2Jesus answered, "Do you think that these 

Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? 3I 

tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4Or those eighteen who died 

when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all the 

others living in Jerusalem? 5I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish."  

6Then he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree, planted in his vineyard, and he went to 

look for fruit on it, but did not find any. 7So he said to the man who took care of the 

vineyard, 'For three years now I've been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven't 

found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?'  

8" 'Sir,' the man replied, 'leave it alone for one more year, and I'll dig around it and 

fertilize it. 9If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.' " 

 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY:  #385   A Chief of Sinners Though I Be 

THE SERMON:   
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THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He 

suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 

spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

THANKSGIVING 

THE OFFERING: 
The members of Faith Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord's work in 

this community and around the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this 

offering which supports our ministry. 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:   

THE LORDȭS PRAYER: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 

V Faith Lutheran Church practices close communion.  We ask that only members partake 

of the Sacrament. 

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

L: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love he has blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing.  He made his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and 
not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.  Now have come the 
salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ.  
To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and 
glory for ever and ever. 
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION:   
L: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 

saying: “Take and eat. This is my body, which is given for you. Do this 

in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 

from it all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is 

poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you 

drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION:   
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THE SONG OF DEPARTURE:   
{Ŝƴǘ ŦƻǊǘƘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎ-ing 
Our true faith con-fess-ing, 

The peo-ple of God from his dwell-ing take leave. 
The sup-per is end-ed; 
Oh, be now ex-tend-ed 

The fruits of this ser-vice in all who be-lieve. 
The seed of his teach-ing, 

Re-cep-tive souls reach-ing, 
Shall blos-som in ac-tion for God and for all. 

His grace did in-vite us; 
His love shall u-nite us 

¢ƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎ-dom and an-swer his call. 
 

With praise and thanks-giv-ing, 
To God ev-er-liv-ing, 

The tasks of our ev-ΩǊȅ-day life we will face. 
Our faith ev-er shar-ing, 

In love ev-er car-ing, 
Em-brac-ing his chil-dren of each tribe and race. 

With your feast you feed us; 
With your light now lead us; 

U-nite us as one in this life that we share. 
Then may all the liv-ing 

With praise and thanks-giv-ing 
Give hon-or to Christ and his name that we share. 

THE LORDȭS BLESSING 
L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 

with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

+ + + 
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Announcements 
Welcome to our guests and visitors!  We are glad that you are here, and hope that you will join 

us again soon.  

Pastor Schroeder is at Hope this morning, serving their vacancy while they await a full time 

pastor. 

Spring Concert at Faith: Our Wisconsin Lutheran College's (WLC) Concert Choir will be 

performing here at Faith on tonight at 7pm. This Choir is made up of students at our Wisconsin 

Lutheran College, which is located in Milwaukee, WI. This college, which our Foundations 

program partners with, is part of our national church body.  

Lent Dinner and Devotion: During the Lenten season, we share supper together on Wednesdays 

at 6:00PM with a devotion to follow.  If you are planning to join us for supper, signup sheets for 

both attending and providing food in the gathering area.  If you have questions, please speak to 

Sarah Kvidt or Judy Christopher. 

Training Pastors: On Sunday, March 14, at 9:15am we are pleased to have Rev. Prof. James 

Tiefel as our guest for a seminar on training pastors at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary. Rev. Tiefel 

is a professor of Homiletics and Worship at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in Meguon, Wisconsin, 

where all our future pastors are trained. Everyone is welcome to join us.  

Faith and Evolution:  On Sunday, March 21, we are pleased to have Dr. Paul Boelhke as our 

guest for a seminar on Evolution and Faith entitled “Is There a Creator-God?”  During the 

9:15am Bible class hour, Dr. Boehlke will address the assumptions of evolution and creation 

science, intelligent design, and age of the Earth. This is a great opportunity for us to learn more 

about how our faith intersects with science.  Everyone is welcome to join us. 

Choir Practice:  We will meet Wednesdays at 7:30pm up in the balcony of the church. You don’t 

need any experience, just a willingness to lift your voice in song. Practice lasts no longer than 

one hour.  Please join us. 

Upcoming Schedules: 
Cleaning: Week of Mar 8 – Mar 13: M Quinn/ J Morgan/ Duncan 
 Week of Mar 15 – Mar 20: Madden/Ricker 
Nursery:   Sun. Mar 14: G & B Morgan Sun. Mar 21: Oberhelman 
 

The following items are reprinted under OneLicense.net  #A-709467 

Now, The Acceptable Time  Text and tune: © 1991 David Haas by GIA Publications.  All rights reserved. 
Jubilation Mass.  Text and tune: © 1999 James J. Chepponis by GIA Publications.  All rights reserved. 

 


