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Fourth Sunday in Lent

Service Theme
The Lord brings sight to the blind and judgment to the blinded

Service Notes

The word Lent comes from an Old English word for spring '

(“lencten,” the time of the year when the days grow longer). Il.

For the last 1700 years, the Church has set aside the 40 days between Ash Wednesday and Easter
as a time of special preparation. It is a time of repentance and renewal.

During Lent, our rejoicing is muted as we remember our Lord's suffering and death. But it is with a
purpose: we know that the Lord who died took up his life again on Easter Sunday morning. So our
40 days of Lent are ones lived in the certain hope of the resurrection.

The color of the season is purple. Purple is the ancient color of royalty. We have this kind of king:
he wore a crown of thorns, and carried a cross for us. Thanks be to God!

For the precise counters in the congregation, the Church speaks of 40 days of Lent because they did not
count the Sundays, which retained their significance as “little Easters.”

Information

Restrooms are located in the hallway directly opposite the entrance to the sanctuary.
Hearing assistance devices are available. Speak to an usher.
Large print service folders are available. Speak to an usher.

For the Children

A Staffed Nursery is available for your use at any time during the 10:30 am service. It is located in
Room 2.

A Cry-Room is available if your little ones need a moment. It is located near the balcony stairs at
the back of the sanctuary. A speaker and window let you see and hear the service.

Children's Activity Sheets give activities and lessons pertaining to the Scripture lessons for the
day. Ask an usher at the door into the sanctuary.

Service Participants

Rev. Jonathan E. Schroeder, pastor of Faith
Samuel Jeske, vicar of Faith
Mary Beth Eckhardt, keyboardist
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While | am in the world, | am the light of the world. Go and wash, now go and live in the light.
Refrain

Invocation
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you.

And also with you.

Confession of Sins
We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear

children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore,
let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways | have sinned
against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, |
pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take

away my guilt.

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of
our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God
give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
The leader says the Prayer of the Day.
Amen.

The Word of God

Children’s Sermon

First Reading: Isaiah 42:14-21

4“For a long time | have kept silent,

| have been quiet and held myself back.

But now, like a woman in childbirth,
| cry out, | gasp and pant.

51 will lay waste the mountains and hills
and dry up all their vegetation;

I will turn rivers into islands
and dry up the pools.

%] will lead the blind by ways they have not known,
along unfamiliar paths | will guide them;

I will turn the darkness into light before them
and make the rough places smooth.

These are the things | will do;
| will not forsake them.

7 But those who trust in idols,
who say to images, ‘You are our gods,’
will be turned back in utter shame.

8“Hear, you deaf;

look, you blind, and see!

®Who is blind but my servant,
and deaf like the messenger | send?

Who is blind like the one in covenant with me,
blind like the servant of the Lord?

20You have seen many things, but you pay no attention;
your ears are open, but you do not listen.”

211t pleased the Lord
for the sake of his righteousness
to make his law great and glorious.
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Psalm 27: This One Thing I Ask of the Lord’
Choir

This one thing | ask of the Lord, this one thing is all that | seek:
that | may dwell in the house of the Lord, living there eternally.

This one thing | ask of the Lord, this one thing is all that | seek:
that | will see the face of the Lord shining on me eternally.

The Lord is my light and my salvation. Whom then shall | fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life. Of whom shall | be afraid?

This one thing | surely know, this one thing is all | need know:
that | will see the goodness of God here on earth and in heaven above.

Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14

8For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of
light ° (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) ° and find out
what pleases the Lord. "Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather
expose them. 1t is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. ™ But
everything exposed by the light becomes visible—and everything that is illuminated becomes
a light. ™ This is why it is said:
“Wake up, sleeper,
rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

Hymn: #379, Amazing Grace—How Sweet the Sound’

Gospel: John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39

' As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?"

3"Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the
works of God might be displayed in him. # As long as it is day, we must do the works of him
who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work.> While | am in the world, | am the light of
the world.”

! This setting of Psalm 27 uses the old English melody “Scarborough Fair.” The melody was written during the middle ages and
had many ballads set to its tune. The most frequent ballad sung to this tune by the bards were love stories where a person asks
something of their beloved. It's an appropriate expression of the one thing we ask of the LORD, our beloved, that we may dwell in
his house all the days of our life (Psalm 27:4)

2 One of the most well-known hymns in the world, “Amazing Grace” was written by John Newton, a slave trader and sea captain
who knew well both sin and grace. Brought to faith by God, John Newton left that world behind and served as a pastor for 35
years. His grave marker in an England cemetery is engraved with words he wrote for himself: John Newton, clerk, once an Infidel
and Libertine, a servant of slavers in Africa, was, by the rich Mercy of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, preserved, restored, pardoned, and
appointed to preach the Faith he had long labored to destroy.
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6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the
man'’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent"). So the
man went and washed, and came home seeing.

3They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. ™ Now the day on which
Jesus had made the mud and opened the man's eyes was a Sabbath.” Therefore the Pharisees
also asked him how he had received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and
| washed, and now | see.”

'® Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the
Sabbath.”

But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were divided.

7 Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It was your
eyes he opened.”

The man replied, “He is a prophet.”

34To this they replied, "You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And
they threw him out.

35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you
believe in the Son of Man?"

36"Who is he, sir?" the man asked. “Tell me so that | may believe in him.”

37 Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.”

38Then the man said, “Lord, | believe,” and he worshiped him.

39 Jesus said, “For judgment | have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those
who see will become blind."”
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C: Praise be to you, O  Christ!
Hymn of the Day: #343, Christ Is the World’s Light

Sermon: A Man born blind
John 9

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Thanksgiving

Offering

The members of Faith Lutheran Church have joined together to do the Lord's work in this community and around the world. Visitors
need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our ministry.

Offertory

Bravery & Grace played by the String Ensemble

Reception into Membership

Chase & Amanda Arnett, Sebastian, Cameron, Jackson
Ryan & Kelly Calvert, Ben Ditty, Camryn Calvert

Jason & Julie DuPriest, Taylor

JoAnn Ford

Douglas & Kerilee Gahring

Erik & Nina McMichael, Logan, Livia

Greg & Jennifer Switzer

Shae Switzer

Prayer of the Church

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Lord’s Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

Amen.

Closing Hymn: #334, Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
7| Page



Announcements

FaithBuilders: FaithBuilders is our iath for membershii at Faith, or an oiiortuniti for ieoile Iookini to
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