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Are you ready for Christmas? With less than two months to go, the

Advent

en Christmas season has officially begun—according to the department stores, at
supper and
devotion least. The whirlwind is about to begun. Shopping. Cooking. Traveling.
6pm Shopping. Crowds. Hustle. Bustle. Oh, and shopping. By the time we’re

December 9

ready for Christmas, it’s long gone.

Advent

supper and For over 1500 years, the Christian church has had its own special way to get
devotion ready for Christmas. It’s called Advent (Latin advent means “coming’) and
December takes place during the four weeks before Christmas. Advent is a time of quiet
16 Advent

supper and

contemplation. A time to focus on what God has done in the world and what

he does in our lives. It is a time to remember that we have a God who came

devotion
once in Bethlehem and will come again to take us home.
December
17 In the coming weeks, if you’re looking for rest from the whirlwind, you’re
Christmas welcome to join us for our celebration of Advent.
Party 11:00
December We’ll be gathering on Wednesday nights to share a meal and then join in a
18 brief devotion. You are always welcome to join us.
Christmas
Party 11:00 Pastor Jon Schroeder
December
21- January
5 Christmas
oo | Al Faith Lutheran Church
[ Faith Lutheran thurch...
24
Christmas We have two Christmas Eve services. There will be one at 5:00 pm and one at
Eve service 7:00 pm. Please feel comfortable joining us.
5pm and

7pm
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Tuition is due on
the 30th of every

month except May

(well, okay, and

February...).

December Scholastic Book Orders

We are putting together a book order in the hopes that the books will be back
before the Christmas break. The forms will be near the director’s desk if you
would like to order. Please turn your orders in to Holly Buth or your child’s
teacher no later than December 8th. Just a reminder that Faith Lutheran
Preschool does not endorse the books from Scholastic for content (we do like
the prices though!!). Most of the books will turn out to be great; however, we
always encourage parental discernment.

Program Skills Development Checklist

This month, the teachers are completing checklists on the topics covered so far this
school year. These checklists will happen once more at the end of the year. The
purpose of these checklists is to give you an idea of how your child is progressing
through the concepts being taught based on the teacher’s observations of what your
child is doing in class. The checklists will be sent home before the Christmas break.
If you have any questions about these checklists, please speak to your child’s
teacher.

Safety Drills

We conduct fire and severe weather drills with the children on a monthly basis.
So if your children have said they were practicing huddling in the hallway with the
lights out (flashlights on), that’s our severe weather drill. The children do such a
fantastic job! Hopefully we’ll never need the safety skills we’ve been practicing,
but if we do, the kids are ready!

Handwriting Without Tears

If you would like to know how the children are learning to form their letters so that
consistency can be enforced at home the website http://www.hwtears.com/
backtoschool/letterformationcharts.html has both the lower and uppercase
directional formation charts located about 3/4 of the way down the page.

Pajama Day

The kids are encouraged to wear their pajamas the first day back in January for
pajama day—January 6th for MWF kids or 7th for T/TH kids! This is a much
enjoyed tradition at FLP. Be warned, the kids will want to do it everyday
afterwards! Just make sure to send your child in tennis shoes and coats so we can
still go outside.
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Christmas Party Information

December 17 for T/Th classes 11:00-12:00
December 18 for MWFclasses 11:00-12:00

Happy Birthday to you!!!

3 vear-old-classes

The children will start out the party by singing for you in the

worship area of the church. They will then return to the class- Be?cca
rooms where you can join them for crafts. We’ll end the fun ELllly
mma

with lunch in the gathering area. We encourage you to come

and be with your child during this fun hour. 4 year-old-classes

Please look for sign-up sheets in the bulletin board hallway for
food items for lunch. For planning purposes, the
parties generally have 75 people in attendance.

Brandon

Registration for the 2010-2011 School Year

Registration for the 2010-2011 school year for existing students and their siblings takes
place in January. This gives you first chance at reserving your spot before we open the
remaining spots to the community on February 1. I am available to give you a tour of the class
for which you would be registering and let you know about that class’s special features. Our
program is designed to be a cumulative experience so that when your child finishes the four
year old program, he or she is well prepared for kindergarten.

We will have an additional class day available for the 4 year old class for next school
year. The class will run from 9-12 Mondays through Thursdays. Please support our program
by seriously considering the 4 year class. Although you have the free option through Georgia
Pre-K, our program is worth considering because our students have received rave reviews from
kindergarten teachers on the high quality of education the students receive in our program. We
teach everything that the state covers and so much more in an environment that can’t be beat!



Focus on Two’s

with Mrs. Tiffany

Dear Parents,

Christmas is quickly approaching, and we have already started getting ready for our Christmas
program. The children will be singing “Away in the Manger,” “Jingle Bells,” and “We Wish You a Merry
Christmas.” We practice these at the end of every class. We have also been practicing lining up, walking to
the sanctuary, and singing while standing in front of the pews. This is a big job for our little guys, but they
have been doing really well.

As you know we have been working really hard on learning the colors black, orange, yellow, and
brown. For the month of December, we will be adding red and green. Also during the month of December,
we will continue to talk about opposites. We will be reviewing day and night, and hard and soft, and
introducing fast and slow. The concept of day and night has been particularly hard for some of the children to
grasp. Please take some time to point out when it is day and when it is night.

The children’s social skills are improving everyday. I am seeing friendships forming and a willingness to
share (so hard for children this age). I just love watching them grow. We do have playtime everyday indoors,
and we will continue to go outside everyday weather permitting. Please remember to send your child in warm
clothes along with a jacket that can be worn if we go outside.

\

Bible Lessons-2 Year olds
God’s Special Message for Mary
Jesus, the Savior Born

God Leads The Wise Men to Jesus

We are Learning About:

Color: Red/Green
Opposite: Fast/Slow

Exciting Projects and
Learning Experiences to Anticipate:
o Weight cans
e Scratch and sniff paint
e Glow in the dark star




Focus on Three’s

with Mrs. Joan

What an exciting and wonderful time of year we are starting! We get to share the message of Jesus’ birth
with our children and families! We have started learning our songs for the Christmas program during
class. This month in our classes we will be talking about the true meaning of Christmas. The greatest gift of

all was Jesus being born for us!

As the weather gets cooler, we will still be going outside. I feel that it is important for the fresh air and
exercise. It is wonderful that all of the children are coming to school prepared with warm jackets on cold

days!

During November we learned about Joseph as a ruler, and Moses leading God’s people through the Red
Sea. The children really enjoyed making the project with the sandpaper on blue construction paper — they

especially liked putting the fish on either side to show
where the water was! It is my hope that they will
remember the Bible stories better when we have a
hands-on project.

I am working on showing the children how to stay in
the lines when coloring and how to use more than one
color. This is an easy thing to practice at home, and it
will make them feel as if they have accomplished
something great when they understand it. To
compliment the structure of staying in the lines, we
also have been painting and coloring pictures in class
that have no lines or certain way that they have to be
completed. This lets them explore their artistic side.
One of these projects is the giraffe prints that they got
to paint with yellow paper and sponges with brown
paint on them.

Using scissors and scissor safety is another concept
that we are working on. It takes a little while to get
the coordination of where the fingers should be and
how to hold the paper with the other hand. At home
an easy way to help your child is to use thick paper
such as card stock or old wallpaper scraps. Have him/
her glue her clipping onto a paper to show off the new
talent!

Keeping our students healthy is important. If your
child is ill, please keep them home until they have
been fever free/stomach virus free for at least 24
hours. Thank you!

Week 1 (Nov."30)

Bible Theme: God gives the Ten
Commandments

Topic: In and out; Inside and Outside

Letter: Q Number: 7  Shape: octagon
Color: red

Show and Tell: favorite book about winter or
Christmastime

Week 2 (Dec. 7)
Bible Theme: God had a special message for
Mary
Topic: winter
Letter: letter review Number: 7  Shape:
pentagon
Color: gold
Show and Tell: something with gold coloring

Week 3 (Dec. 14)
Bible Theme: Jesus the Savior is Born
Topic: Christmas

Letter: review Number: review Shape:
pentagon

Color: gold
Show and Tell — no show and tell this week



Focus on Fours

k With Mrs. Jennifer and Mrs. Kristine

Dear Parents,

The kids are doing so GREAT!!! We are working with a short month because
of our Christmas Break, December 21st- January 5th. We will continue to cover
many new items as well as keep up with our review of items already introduced.
Please continue to work with your child on teaching the four clues: age, birthday,
address and phone number. Thank you for remembering their folders everyday and
keeping up with their Memory Verse memorization. We have a great class because
of all the support from you parents!!!

Week 17: December 7-11: Theme: Circus Animals & Clowns

We will be singing and moving to songs like “The Calliope Song”, “Five
Little Monkeys” and “The Elephant”. They will determine size with flannel cut
outs of circus animals and feed the elephants circus peanuts—but we think this
should be called “feed the kids!” We will be eating popcorn for snack. They will
do tricks on a balance beam and create clown faces with different emotions.

Week 18: December 14-18: Theme: Shape & Color Review

They will be working with their color gloves, making shaving cream shapes
and demonstrating correspondence between numbers and sets of shapes. Our
special Christmas Program will be on Friday at 11:00am, we look forward to you
seeing their hard work in songs of praise.

We hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving, we have so much to be
thankful for. We are looking forward to working with your children in anticipation
of the Christmas season. We wish for all of you a truly blessed Christmas and a
Happy New Year!

Thank you and have a blessed holiday season,
Mrs. Kristine Schroeder & Mrs. Jennifer Green



Themes of the Week, Bible Stories and Show and Tell

Show and Tell is on Fridays and can be something from the theme of the week,
the Bible story, or an item that begins with the letter of the week.

November 30-December 4. OPetsdé and Letter KKk
Bible story: 0Godds Speci al Message for
December 7-11: oCircus Animals & Clowns” & Letter LI
Bible story: dJohn the Baptistd
December 14-18: oShape & Color Review6é & Letter Uu
Bible story: dJesus the Savior is Borné
December 218 January 5: No School

From Mrs. Kristine:

Christmas 1s soon approaching, and our focus will be for your children to receive the
blessings of the knowledge that Jesus was and still is the best present to ever get at
Christmas. They will be practicing for the special program with songs of

praise. Thank you again for all the continued support, it is truly a blessing to be your
child's teacher! Have a blessed Christmas and New Year.

From Mrs. Jennifer:

Merry Christmas!  The holidays are in full swing and so are we at the preschool. We have some big crafts
both for the bible story and the holiday season that we will need some help on, so watch for volunteer sign-
ups. Also we are working on three Christmas songs for our program. Please encourage them to practice and
sing around the house or in the car. This will help with their confidence when it comes time to stand up in
front of all the parents.

Also a big thank you for helping out with the Thanksgiving snack. It was a blast and the class got a lot out
of setting up and giving thanks for each other. They watch out for each other and help one another with
tasks.

Well enjoy the Christmas break. I will miss you all. See you in 2010.



