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The young prophet Jeremiah had a big mission. He was to proclaim to a rebellious Judah that
God’s judgment was coming. He was proclaiming the end of an evil era and the beginning of
the end: Judah would be taken into captivity as punishment for her sins. Yet, God’s grace still
stands. God reveals to Jeremiah in chapter 31 that he has great compassion — compassion not
only to bring the nation of Isracl out of captivity, but compassion to make a new covenant.
This new covenant didn’t reiy on man, but fuiiy relied on God - a God who gives full and free

forgiveness to all people of all time.

THE AUTHOR

Name

Jeremiah may mean “T’he LORD throws”

THE TIMES

Jeremiah’s 40 year history is during the most critical
times for Judah. Israel has been carried off by Assyria
(722 B.C.), but Assyria is on the downslide.

Dates Nabopolassar of Babylon conquers Nineveh in 612
626 — 586 B.C. B.C. and Assyria proper in 610 B.C. Good King Josiah

Family (640-609 B.C.), who was friendly to Jeremiah, dies at
Forbidden to marry or have children hands of Pharaoh Neco IT at Megiddo.
Son of priest Hilkiah Nebuchadnezzar succeeds Nabopolassar, defeats
Little social relationships Egyptians at Carchemish in 605 B.C.

Call

Jeremiah 1:4ff

Nervous — “I don’t know how to speak”

“to uproot & tear down, to destroy &

overthrow, to build & to plant”
Place of work

Prophet to the land of Judah

Lived in Jerusalem and Egypt
Contemporaries

Prophets Ezekiel and Habakkuk
Books written by Jeremiah

The Book of Jeremiah by Baruch

Longest book in Bible
Death

Tradition says stoned in Egypt

The big players of Babylon and Egypt fight for control
of Judah and Syria as buffer lands against cach other.

THE BOOK

Jeremiah 31:34 is known for the promise of the new
covenant, which Jesus fulfills for all people.

The doom and gloom prophet is known also as the
weeping prophet, who calls his people to repentance to
avoid the coming judgment.

The book ends with God reaffirrning his covenant and
pronouncing judgment on many nations, including
Babylon, for the destruction they have caused to Israel

and Judah.
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DISCUSSIONQUESTIONS

1.

10.

11

12.

13.

14.

15.

Looking in verse 15, where else have we read “a
voice is heard in Ramah?”

We see preceding verse 15 and 16, “This is what the
Lord says.” In our 20 verses, we see this 12 times.
What is the point God is trying to get across?

Why does God singlc out Ephraim, one of the
Northern Tribes, here?

When Ephraim asks, “Restore me,” what does he

mean?

Can you think of another sinner in the New
Testament who beat his breast in repentance?

Can you think of another son in the New
Testament who repented after his youthful

indiscretions?

What does God mean in verse 20 that he

“remembers him?”

Can you explain in verse 22, “The LORD will
create a new thing on earth — a woman will

surround a man?”

In verse 26 Jeremiah asserts that “this sleep had
been good to me.” How have these prophecies been
different from what Jeremiah is used to hearing?

What does verse 28 remind you of?

Can you explain what the proverb in verse 29

means?

Is this proverb correct? Incorrect? A little bit of

both?

Verse 31 has God promising a new covenant. What
do we mean when we talk about the old covenant
God made wich Israel at Mt. Sinai?

List some characteristics of the Old Covenant.

The Old Covenant did not work. Did God put too

stringent of laws upon mankind?

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

This old covenant had been broken before. Can
you remember any times when God’s servants

called GOd’S pCOplC to a covenant ICHCWEll?

Think about God’s grace for rebellious Isracl. A
nation who was called to be God’s own, rescued
from mighty Egypt, led through desert with manna
and quail, settled in a land with milk and honey,
continuously bites the hand that feeds them.

Yet, God still loves them. What a reminder for us —
that in the depths of our sins, God still loves us!

How is God putting his law on our minds and
hearts different from putting his law on stone
tablets?

How do people, according to the New Covenant,
already know God’s law?

Why is the last sentence of verse 34 the most

important sentence of this entire covenant?

A/D - 7" Day Adventists believe that we should
hold to God’s OT laws and resist eating pork. On
the basis of the New Covenant, how would you
respond?

CONCLUSION

Isracl and Judah deserved the punishment that they

were given. Thcy had been faithless like a prostitute is

to her husband. God meted out their punishment -

they would lose the land they loved.

Still, God remembered his peoplc. His faithful love led
him to not only restore their land, but restore the

relationship between God and man. He would forgive

all of their sins — on the basis of a new and one-sided

covenant. This covenant is fulfilled by]esus, our perfect
High priest who offered himself once for all. This

perfect covenant relationship allows people to live in

joy and peace, knowing the will of God and following
him faithfully.



