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THE AUTHOR

Name

John, the disciple whom Jesus loved

Dates

? —cal00AD
Family

Sons of Thunder

Caretaker of Virgin Mary

Aged leader of carly Christian church
Call

Matthew 5:18-22
Inner circle

Place of work
“Pillar” at Jerusalem
Ephesus
Patmos

Books written by John
Gospel of John
1%, 2" and 3 John
Revelation

Death
Tradition says in Ephesus

Mormons & others believe he is “tarrying”

Natural death
Opponents
Cerinthus
Docetists
Ebionites

GREAT CHAPTERS
OF THEBIBLE

A study at Faith Lutheran, Sharpsburg, Georgia, 2009 AD

Concerning the Gospel of John, Martin Luther wrote: “John is the paragon among the
Gospels, the tender, Crown—Gospel of them all, and the prologue is the central jewel set in
pure gold.” The prologue that Luther refers to in his quotation is the first 18 verses of
John chapter 1. These simple, yet profound words show John writing for Christian
believers, for every sentence assumes that the people reading this Gospel understand the
basic truths of Christian faith. John calls people then and people now to believe in their
Savior, who brought life and light into a sin-darkened world.

THE BOOK

The prologue to John’s Gospel can be divided up into 3

different sections.

1. The eternal Word, the creator of all, is the
life and light shining into the sinful world.
(1-5)

2. The Word came into the world awakening
faith and arousing unbelief.

(6-12)

3. The World became flesh in the world and
brought us grace and truth from the Father.
(13-18)

The 3 sections are not separate identities, but blocks
that build upon each otherasa pyramid until they reach
their apex. What a pinnacle — that the Word became
flesh and made his dwelling among us!

After establishing the divinity of Jesus and also the
humanity of Jesus through his incarnation, John reveals
Jesus throughout the rest of his Gospel. He reveals Jesus
as our God-Man through the words he spoke, through
the miracles he performed, and ultimately through his

glorious resurrection after his death.

Additionally, the Gospel of John is known for its
“Sevens” — the Seven Signs and also the Seven “1 AM”
statements — which reveal Christ as true God.

John’s Writings are often circular in nature. Remember the difference between Eastern and Western thought?

Western thought often follows a progression of A = B — C, while Eastern thought focuses on A from a variety of

different angles. John’s writings will often spiral around one idea (eg the Word) and look at its many facets. This is

especially true in 1 John and also in Revelation.



DISCUSSIONQUESTIONS

1. Inverse 1, how can the Apostle John call Jesus the
“Word?”

2. What is John trying to teach us about the
relationship of the Word and God when he says the
Word was “with God” and “was God?”

3. The Jehovah’s Witnesses translate “was God” as
‘was a god.” What are they saying about Jesus’
divinity?

4. We believe and confess that God the Father is the

Creator. How does verse 3 illustrate this truth?

5. What insights about this darkness vs light does
John 3:19-20 give us?

6. Inverses 6 and 7, why does the Apostle John shift
gears and talk about John?

7. IsJohn truly describing the message of John the
Baptist?

8. Why in verse 8 did John have to declare that he was
not the Christ?

9. Why do we celebrate yearly the “true light...

coming into the world?” seen in verse 9?

10. In verse 10, can you think of some Biblical

examples how “his own” have not received him?

11. Inverse 12, how can we receive him?

(cf 1 Corinthians 12:3)

12. What are the rights and privilcgcs we now have as
children of God?
(cf Romans 8:16-17)

13. How does verse 13 illustrate the point that there is
no human decision in becoming a child of God?

14. According to verse 14, when did the Word become
flesh?

15. How do we see this glory today?

16. How do we understand Jesus being God and man

at the same time?

(cf Philippians 2:6-7)

17. After Jesus died on the cross, he was resurrected in
the flesh. Wasn’t the need for the human nature
finished when the cross was?

18. How do we understand in verse 18 “No one has
ever seen God?”

(cf Exodus 33:20 and Exodus 24:9-11)
CONCLUSION

The apostle shines the spotlight on the person of Jesus
in our first 14 verses. We see the foundation of our faith
— that our Savior was both true man and true God. He
needed to be true man to suffer the penalty for our sin,
and true God so that his suffering would count for all

people.

The rest of the book is John recounting the glory of
Jesus, who had come to be the bread of life for all
mankind. Jesus is truly the light that shatters the
darkness.

The Gospel of John ends with the resurrection of Jesus,
whose empty tomb offers us our own resurrection.
John recounts how Jesus appeared to his disciples three
times after his resurrection. Jesus appears to us daily

through his Word and Sacrament.

In the second and third centuries after Christ, two destructive false teachings about Christ’s person had to be
condemned by the Church. One of these false teachings was called “Docetism” and the other “Arianism”. The

“Docetists” incorrectly believed that Jesus was God merely masquerading as a man. The “Arians” incorrectly

bCliCVCd that JCSUS was Ol’lly a man, WhO was elevatcd to thC status Of GOd Because bOth Of thCSC views were

contrary to the Scriptures, the Church condemned them and then produced important creeds to clearly set forth

the Scriptural teaching about the person of Christ. One of those creeds is the Nicene Creed, which we rcgularly

confess in our Holy Communion services. The Nicene Creed is so named because it was adopted by a church

council, which met in the city of Nicea in the year 325 A.D.



