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In the Old Testament, God’s people have often been called sheep, and their spiritual
leaders as shepherds. However, this was an imperfect marriage. Sheep would not follow
their shcpherds and shcpherds would not faithfully lead their shccp. In John 10, we see
Jesus as the only true Shepherd for God’s people. Jesus calls himself the Good Shepherd
who “lays down his life for his sheep.” Jesus loved us, his little flock, so much that he
willingly laid down his life so that we might live. As his sheep, we know our Shepherd
and follow his voice. We confess with King David, “The LORD is my shepherd, I shall

. »
not be in want.

THE TIMES

Jesus has been teaching his disciples, and anyone who
would listen, that he is the Messiah. The Pharisees, who
would often observe Christ, have now begun to shift
their opinions. Before, thcy were slightly curious about
this powerful preacher with great miracles. Now, after
Jesus repeatedly confesses himself as God, they call him
raving mad and try to stone him.

After this response by the Jews, Jesus then withdraws
across the Jordan to John the Baptist’s old area of
ministry. Here, many see that Jesus was exactly who

John said he was, and many come to faith in him.

THE BOOK

John chapter 9 shows us Jesus healing a man born blind.
This blind man was brought to the Pharisees, who
investigate this marvelous healing, They were appalled

because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath.

The Pharisees pressure the blind man and his parents to
admit that Jesus had done this miracle. If the blind man
confessed, he would be excommunicated out of the

syn agoguc.

The blind man confesses that Jesus is from God, and is
promptly thrown out of the synagogue. Jesus finds the
blind man, and he confesses Christ as Lord and
worships him. Jesus then speaks chapter 10 as comfort
for believers and judgment against the Pharisees.

Often lost in these comforting words of Jesus are the harsh words of condemnation against the Pharisees. Jesus calls

the Pharisees false shepherds — ones who desire their own gain instead ofcaring for their flock. Hear the LORD’s

judgment on such a shephcrd in Jeremiah 25:34. “Weep and wail, you shephcrds; roll in the dust, you leaders of the

ﬂOCk. For your time to bC slaughtercd has come; you WIH fall and bC shattercd llkC ﬁne pOttCI‘y. “



DiscuUssION QUESTIONS

1.

10.

11

12.

13.

Why is a false shepherd in verse 1 appropriately
called “a thief and a robber?”

Verse 4 tells us that sheep follow their shepherd’s
voice, regardless of the terrain. How is that an
accurate picture of believers following Jesus?

Verse 5 says that sheep will not follow a stranger.
How is the blind man in John 9 a perfect example
of this?

In verse 9 Jesus says “I am the gate; whoever enters
through me will be saved.” How does John 14:6
illustrate this cruth?

What is the pasture Jesus leads us to? See John
6:51.

In verse 10 Jesus shows the leaders of Israel as a
thief “to kill and to destroy.” In what ways do these
leaders kill and destroy God’s flock?

List some ways that believers have life to the fullest.

Who is the wolf in verse 12? See Matthew 7:15 and
John 8:44.

How has the wolf scattered and attacked God’s
flock?

What comforts does verse 14 bring us, knowing
that our Shepherd knows us personally?

What does it mean for us shecp to know our

Shepherd?

Who is the one “flock” that Jesus speaks of in verse

162

Some people say that all Christian churches should
be united under one flock, instead of fragmented
into different denominations. How would you

respond?

14. The title “pastor” means “shepherd.” Why is this an
appropriate term?

15. Inverse 19, the Jews called him “raving mad.”
What were some of their reasons why they thought
this?

16. The Jews have called Jesus demon-possessed before
(John 7:20, 8:48). Why did they think he was
demon-possessed (see John 8:49-50)?

17. The Jews said in verse 20 “why listen to him?” How
is this an ironic illustration of Jesus’ shepherd and
sheep imagery?

CONCLUSION

Jesus, in using common imagery of that day, made a
number of shocking statements about himself. He is
“the gate” into the “sheep pen”, that is, the way into the
Kingdom of God. He is the “Good Shepherd” who is in
a class by himself. He is the fulfillment of the
prophecies - a shepherd who would pasture God’s
people by giving them the forgiveness of sins. He could
only do this by laying down his life for the sheep and
taking our sins upon his back.

Today, we listen to his voice through his Word and
Sacrament and are drawn into his flock. Jews and
Gentiles alike are brought into this one body, the Holy
Christian Church.

Back then, these startling statements caused divisions
among the Jews. Some called him “raving mad.” Others
were amazed at his miracles and wondered at this great

prophet.

Even now, these statements of Jesus bring much the
same responses. Some think it is complete lunacy to
believe that Jesus died for our sins. Others wonder at
the amazement of such a powerful man. We follow our

SthhCI’d’S VOiCC, as hC lcads us to our heavenly hOHlC.



