Martin Luther

HISEARLY LIFE

Martin Luther was born in Eisleben on November 10,
1483, to Hans and Margarete (nee Lindemann) Luther.
Luther was born to an “erbzinsleute” family which was
the highest level of peasants, owing the nobility taxes,

not labor.

Luther lived in a typical Roman Catholic family of the
day. He was raised on strict discipline, attended church
rcgularly, and like most, was rather superstitious. Hans
desired Luther to be educated, and sent him to the

University of Erfurt in 1501.

Luther graduated with his B.A. in 1502 and his M.A. in
1505. Luther taught on the philosophy faculty at Erfurt
for two years after his graduation. Hans had desired

Luther pursue a law degree, but plans changed.

Luther had been thinking about his relationship with
God fora long time, and after a few brushes with death

(fever, sword stabbing, plague at University), Luther
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What did the word “reformation” mean at Luther’s time?

“Then reformation meant return to original ideals. The
Church was to emulate the model of early Christian
community, to be united again in love; or a monastic
community was to regain sight of the original, authentic
principles of the founder of their order” (Heiko A.
Oberman, Luther: Man Berween God and the Devil. )

Luther rarely used the word “reformation” when
describing the work he was doing. When he did, it was
used much differently. The reformation he undertook was
a reformation of doctrine, rather than some ethnic
renewal. And this reformation of doctrine happened
through the preaching of justification by grace alone,
through faith alone, found in scripture alone.

entered the monastery after pledging to St. Anne to

enter if she protected him during a huge thunderstorm.

He joined the Augustinan order under Johann Staupitz,
who immcdiatcly recognizcd Luther’s great potential.
Staupitz sends Luther to che University of Wittcnbcrg

to gain his doctorate.

LUTHER AT WITTENBERG

At Wittenbcrg, Luther is immersed in the Scriptures.
His lectures on Galatians, Romans, and Hebrews
helped him to understand the “righteousness of God”.
His famous “tower experience” was a breakthrough in
which he realized the Scriptures were not only centered
on Christ, but centered on the righteousness won for us
by Christ.

Luther’s 95 Theses, posted on October 31%, 1517
attacked the abuses of the church, specifically the
indulgences hawked by Johann Tetzel. The issues of
true Christian repentance, along with righteousness by

faith alone, were the main issues of Luther’s 95 Theses.



LUTHER THE REFORMER

Luther’s 95 Theses had caused one major problem. The
German people, realizing the fraud of indulgences, had
closed their pocketbooks. The loss of income got Leo

X’s attention, and he began to put pressure on Luther.

Cardinal Cajetan met with Luther and in the process of
3 meetings tried to get Luther to recant. Luther would
not. In fact, Luther escaped through a hole in the wall
at night to avoid the Cardinal. The Catholic church ups

the ante.

Joann Eck is sent to debate with Luther on his 95
Theses at Leipzig. At this debate, Luther is first called a
heretic, and is once again called to recant. This debate
crystallized Luther’s understanding of Scripture,
realizing that the Catholic church’s views on

indulgences and true repentance are not scriptural.

Emperor Charles the 5™ has had enough of this
“monk’s squabble”. The Diet of Worms is called so
Luther can give a testimony of his works. At this Diet
Luther refuses to recant, “Unless I can be instructed
with evidence from Holy Scriptures and clear reason,
my conscience is held captive to the Word of God. I

cannot and will not recant.”

After Worms, Luther is made a “vogelfrei” under
imperial ban. As an outlaw, Luther could be freely killed
at any time. This ban also condemns those who print,

read, or possess Luther’s writings..

Luther is then secretly kidnapped by his protector,
Elector Frederick, to Wartburg for safekeeping. Luther
translates the New Testament into German, so that the
common man could read and understand scripture.
Many of the parish priests, as well as most commoners,

could not read a word of Scripture in Latin.

In Luther’s absence, however, Germany was in chaos.
Andreas Karlstadt, along with the Zwickau prophcts,
had turned the reformation upside-down. Their
emphasis of direct revelation of Scripture, along with
drastic ecclesiastical and secular reforms, led to

widespread riots, death, and destruction.

Luther returned from the Wartburg to deal with these
uprisings through the preaching and teaching the
Gospcl. After chese uprisings were put out in Germany,
Luther saw another great need: the education of the

common people.

Luther, along with Melancthon and others, began visits
of the general churches in the area, to see if the people
were being preached and teached the Gospel. The
results were alarming. Many preachers not only didn’t

know the Scriptures, but their people didn’t cither.

Luther wrote his Small and Large Catechism at this
time. Based on some of his recent sermons, the
Catechism taught the basics of Christianity in a
question and answer format, along with creeds and

prayers.

In 1530, Emperor Charles 5 called for a Diet to deal
with “errors and divisions concerning the Christian
faith.” At this Diet at Augsburg, the Lutherans were
able to present a basic statement of faith, the Augsburg
Confession. Presented on June 25, 1530, this
Contfession denoted the Lutheran break from the

Catholics and signified the beginning of the Lutheran
church.

Luther dies a few years later, on February 18, 1546, in
the same town of his birth. His work of preaching the
true Gospel in Word and Sacrament continues with us

today.



