Psalm 137




Imprecatory Psalms

Psalm 55:15-16

Let death take my enemies by surprise, let them go
down alive to the grave.

Psalm 58:10

The righteous will be glad when they are avenged,
when they bathe their feet in the blood of the wicked.

Psalm 69:22-23
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their eyes be darkened so they cannot see and their
backs be bent forever.



An Imprecatory Psalm

Psalm 109:9-10, 12-13

May his children be fatherless and his wife a
widow.

May his children be wandering beggars; may
they be driven from their ruined homes.

May no one extend kindness to him or take
pity on his fatherless children.

May his descendants be cut off, their names
blotted out from the next generation.



C.S. Lewis on Imprecatory Psalms
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http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=PQEeCxRBBF0&vq=small
http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=PQEeCxRBBF0&vq=small

Hanging Gardens of Babylon




Sykamino$ %
B" Dor 3
Caesarea A8 ‘Cana

Nazareth ~ Sepphoris

Tiberias
Shunem Nain

f

Samaria

Shechem

% mah Phasaelis
Jerusga%‘m
L Archelais
- Jericho

Beer-sheba .



Respond to this statement from
Jesuswalk.com

When you come to an Imprecatory Psalm where the writer
curses his enemies, here's how | recommend you handle it:

1. Recognize the rightness of hating sin and unrighteousness.

2. Acknowledge that the psalmist's curses are an example of
pre-Christian attitudes. They are understandable. They are
human. But they are not to be examples for our lives as
Christians.

3. Examine your own heart to see if that same kind of
bitterness and hatred is lurking deep within. And if the Lord
allows you to see it there, repent and forgive. Let it go, and
claim the higher road of Christ and his cross.



