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Focus on New Families at Faith
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As we focus on new families here at Faith, we take the opportunity to meet Sam and Susie Fisher. The Fishers have been with us for just

over a year. Here’s what they have to say.

Where did you grow up?

Sam was born in Philadelphia, but he was just one year old when his dad went off to fight
in World War Two, so he moved with his mom to South Florida to live with relatives.
When his dad returned from the service, they eventually moved to Delray Beach, FL. Susie
was born in Indiana. Her dad served as a Marine for four years and even fought at lwo
Jima. Unfortunately, he was never the same when he came back. So Susie’s family moved
to Delray Beach in 1952 to try to help her dad start a new life. He became a butcher and
owned a grocery store.

| can see where this is going—how did you meet?
We were both living in Delray Beach, and Sam’s cousin set us up on a date. Susie was still

in high school, but Sam had already graduated. We got married in 1966, just one week after Susie graduated from high school. We'll be

married for 45 years this June!

What did married life bring?

Sam started building golf courses with his cousin, so we moved all over at first. He built courses in Puerto Rico, Kentucky, and all over
South Florida. But it all changed in 1970 when Susie’s dad asked us to go into an independent grocery store with him in Delray Beach.
From 1970-1995 the two of us did everything together to run that store. We called it the Eighth Street Market—it was just one block
from the beach. We were known for our prime meats and did business with hotels all along the beach. We even had some famous
customers like Jack Nicklaus and Gary Player.

What can you tell us about your kids?

We have two wonderful daughters. You know our daughter Deb Peterson here at Faith. She was born in 1968. Then Gina was born in
1974. They both have been such blessings to us! They actually married brothers and both got married in the same year—1997. Gina
now lives in Warner Robbins and has one son, and Deb has one daughter.

What'’s life been like for the last fifteen years?

We've had a wonderful life, but it’s been full of ups and downs. Our grocery store went out of business in 1995. Independent grocery
stores just can’t survive anymore. Then God put some other big challenges in our life. In 1998, Sam was diagnosed with stage 4.5
melanoma. He had surgery and went through an entire year of chemo. It was rough, but he’s a walking miracle. At the same time,
Susie’s dad was diagnosed with cancer and died soon after in 1999. Susie’s mom passed away in 2001. Our daughter Gina was
diagnosed with a life-threatening auto-immune disease in 2000. We thought we’d lost her, but now by the grace of God she’s holding
her own. And so is Sam too, even though he’s had to go more radiation and chemo. It sounds like a sad life, but it really hasn’t been!
God'’s put us here to care for other people, so that’s what we’ve always done.

What brought you here to Georgia?

God'’s put so many angels in our lives. We couldn’t get through everything without the Lord. And our latest angel was our daughter Deb.

We ran out of money paying so many doctor bills and had no place to go. But Deb invited us to come live with her, and they even fixed
up their garage into a little place for us to stay. We don’t have very much at all, but that’s okay. God’s taught us to be firm believers in
prayer. All our prayers have been answered, even if not right away.
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Service Communion

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 24TH 8:00 am Festival Service A
9:00 am Easter Breakfast "
10:30 am Festival Service P —

11:30am Children’s Activities

Easter Sunday Breakfast

You are invited to the annual egg and pancake This is a scrumptiously delicious way to
breakfast put on by the wonderful men of Faith on celebrate our risen Savior with each other. We
Easter Sunday beginning at hope to see you there. I'm looking for one or two

9:00am. men that can help get the food started at 8:45am
Eggs, pancakes and ~ and as many men that would like to help, to man
sausages are pancake or egg stations.
provided, and there is Please speak to Scott Buth if you can help.
a sign-up sheet for There will be a freewill offering basket to help
juices, pastries and offset the cost of eggs, sausage, and pancakes.
fruit.

Foundations

Summer College Course at Faith

Foundations will be offering a college course for credit at Faith. This summer’s course is History, Western Civilization
1. This is a three week intensive class from June 6-June 24, 2011. The class will be held Monday-Friday, from 9:00am-
12:00pm for these three weeks. Dr. Arnold Palmer, from Wisconsin Lutheran College, will be on-site at Faith

teaching the course.

The course is open to rising juniors and seniors in high school, college students, non-traditional
students, and continuing education students. This class is worth three college credits and will
transfer into most universities and colleges.

For more information, please contact Jenny Schroeder at foundations.director@gmail.com or

via phone at 404-667-0292. FLE%{HE&Q\‘:‘IE ﬂﬁﬁ
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Peace Be With You!

“On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said: ‘Peace be with you!”” (John 20:19-20).

It was the first Easter. But no shouts of “Alleluial” or “He is risen indeed!” filled the air. Instead, hearts were pounding.
Doubts were creeping. Fear was growing. Jesus’ disciples sat cowering behind closed doors. And we can understand.
Think of all they’d been through. They fled when Jesus was arrested. They watched him beaten bloody. They heard his
cries on the cross. They felt the earth quake when he died. They watched him buried. And so they were heartbroken.

At least until the reports started to come: “He is risen!” “The tomb is empty!” “Mary saw the Lord!” Could it be true?
Those disciples so wanted to believe the unbelievable—Jesus was alive—but their eyes still hurt from sobbing and
their minds couldn’t erase the gruesome sight of Christ on the cross. They couldn’t stand to have their hopes dashed
again. And they felt guilty for deserting their Lord. So there they sat. Filled with fear. Wavering between doubt and
faith.

Just where we often find ourselves. Not on Easter morning! On Easter shouts of “Alleluia” and “He is risen!” pour from
our lips. But on Easter evening, or on any other day of the year, we too often find ourselves sitting in a swirl of doubts.
Because our faith rests on a man who rose from the dead, and we know that dead people don't rise. We don’t have
any trouble believing Jesus died. That’s normal. But to rise? That’s impossible! The devil’s goal is to convince us that
God can’t do the impossible. And too often he succeeds. He leaves us as he left the disciples: trapped in our doubts
and hoping against hope that faith in Jesus turns out to be all it claims to be.

And then Jesus comes and says: “Peace be with you!” And everything changes. Suddenly the fact that the Jews still
hated them didn’t matter. The fact that persecution still lay in store was inconsequential. Everything—the guilt, the
fears, and the doubts—was soothed by their Savior’s voice, just like they’d watched him calm the raging waters of the
sea. Jesus was alive! There was no doubt. He had risen indeed! And that meant the world to those disciples. They
would still die. They would all still suffer. But now they knew they would rise to see their victorious Savior.

That’s the peace Jesus’ resurrection brings: Sin? Paid for. Guilt? Erased. Death? The doorway to everlasting life. If Jesus
could do this—rise from the dead—then he will do this—raise me too. Here’s the peace Jesus brings: Our resurrection
awaits. It’s the peace that mothers who have passed away can only go to a better place. That husbands who go off to
war can only come home to you or to God, and neither is frightening. That no sickness or accident or danger can rob
me out of the hands of my God who can’t wait to raise me to live with him. It’s the peace of knowing that every be-
liever’s death means another soul’s been won for heaven.

So Jesus comes to you and says: “Peace be with you.” Peace to the doubting and the fearful. Peace to the cowering
and questioning. Peace to struggling. Peace to the sad. Because Jesus is alive, and nothing can keep us from living too.

“Peace be with you!”

Vicar Nass

Women’s Bible Study

We completed our study on the cities where Jesus walked prior to the start of Lent. It has been decided due to travel
schedules and attendance trends during summer months to not offer women's Bible study this summer. We will re-
sume in the fall, the week after school starts. Watch for upcoming Focus announcements about it.
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The preschool is looking for some energetic people who love little children and would like to earn a little
extra spending money substituting for us when we have staff out. You would work from 8:45-12:15 on any
given day Monday-Friday. Typically you get a call from me at 6:30 a.m. the day that | need a sub; however,
there are times that | know in advance so then would you. The substitute position is
always as an aide to the one teaching because if the teacher is out the aide steps up to
FAITH teach. Typically | would need you one day a week; however, there are times when |

| LUTHERAN could keep you busy for the week. If you think that you would be available to do
Preschool substituting for us, please let Holly Buth know, and we can talk details. | can be reached
e at the church number Monday-Thursday from 8:30-12:30.

We do have a few openings left in our classes so if you know of someone with preschool aged children, we
are currently accepting registrations for the 2011-2012 school year. There are preschool brochures located
in a clear plastic brochure holder on the decorative ledge in the gathering area if you would like to take
some to hand out.

Annually we send out a program evaluation to all our parents. The past several years have seen mediocre
scores on our playground. This past summer a lot of work was done to improve the playground, and this
year, our scores were almost all 10’s. | know there were many people who spent a lot of hours making the
improvements happen. | just wanted you to know that the parents (and staff) really appreciate your work,
and it showed in our ratings. Thank you!

Holly Buth

Confirmation Sunday — May 8th

The word “confirmation” means “strengthening.” Confirmation classes comprise a two year period of instruction
in the Christian faith for our seventh and eighth grade children. Jesus commanded his Church to “teach them to
obey everything | have commanded you.” The purpose of confirmation class is to strengthen the faith of the
children through instruction in the Word of God, and to prepare them to receive the Sacrament of Holy
Communion.

We'll begin a special worship service at 10.30am that celebrates the Confirmation of these students.

This year we have the following confirmands:

Andrew Bjornas, son of Richard and Joan Bjornas Tyler Buth, son of Scott and Holly Buth
Lauren Curtis, daughter of Ron and Ruth Curtis Chad Green, son of Lee and Kim Green
Raelee Heinz, daughter of Travis and Brenda Heinz Miles McDevitt, son of Mark and Carolyn McDevitt

Erin Ricker, daughter of Terri Ricker and Mark Ricker Megan Watkins, daughter of Rob and Greta Watkins

Everyone is invited to the Heinz Residence, 979 Christopher Road, Sharpsburg, GA 30277 from 1:30 PM - 3:30 PM
on Sunday, May 8th to celebrating God's grace in the lives of Megan Watkins and Raelee Heinz on their
Confirmation Day. Heavy hors d'oeuvres will be served. Please RSVP by Sunday, May 1, 770-851-2069.
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“What Are Your Signs Telling You?”

Well, after a long winter, we have all been seeing signs that spring is in the air. It starts in early February when our
interests turn to the groundhog. Does he see his shadow which means that winter weather will end very soon or
does he not see his shadow which folklore has it that we will have 6 more weeks of winter?

What signs or old folklore did you learn as a kid from your parents or grandparents? Let’s look at a few:

A mild winter there will be if the woolly bear caterpillar has wider brown segments.
- If the oak tree has an abundance of acorns, then look for a harsher winter.

- Do you want your vegetable root crops (beets, carrots, turnips) to be plentiful? Then plant when the moon
is in the waning stages (between the Full and New Moon).

- What about above ground crops (tomatoes, beans, corn, cucumbers) being plentiful? Then plant when the
moon is in the waxing stages (between the New and Full Moon).

- If you want your sweet potatoes to be plentiful, then not only plant in the sign of a waning moon, but plant
the roots of the slips to the east.

These signs and many others have been passed down from generation to generation.

God also gave His people signs that a Savior would come to save the world and that we would have eternal life with
Him. And, unlike the human signs or folklore mentioned above, the spiritual signs would and did come true.

- Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth
to a son and will call him Immanuel.

- Isaiah 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given.............he will be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Not only did we learn about signs of our Savior’s birth, but we also learned about signs of his death:
- Jesus spoke that Judas would betray him which occurred in the Garden of Gethsemane — Matthew 26: 23-

24, 48-49

- Mark 9:31 The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men. They will kill him and after three
days he will rise.

And the most wonderful sign that God has given to us is the empty tomb on Easter morning.

- Mark 20: 2 Mary Magdalene to the disciples: “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t
know where they have put him.”

For as Christians, we know where Jesus is and believe that our Savior bore all of our sins on his shoulders and died
for us so that we may have eternal life. The resurrected Christ has risen as stated and we can look forward to the
day that we will be with Him and all of our Christian friends.

Christ is Risen!! He is Risen Indeed!!

by Greg Morgan
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FAITH

Luraeran | OQOCCERCAMP 2011

Faith Lutheran Church in Sharpsburg invites you to join us for Soccer Camp
2011. Under the theme "More Than Conquerors,” children ages 4 - 13 will
spend four days learning valuable soccer skills from experienced coaches,
as well as important life lessons from God's Word. Camp runs Monday -
Thursday from 9:00AM to 12:00 noon each day and concludes with a special
Soccer barbecue at church on Sunday June 26th.

More information is available online:

Faith Lutheran Church
Sharpsburg, GA
770-253-4007
soccer.georgiafaith.com

JUNE 20-23

ONLY $50 — REGISTER
ONLINE Now!

soccer.georgiafaith.com
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April—May Volunteer Schedules

Acolyte & Friendship Register

Acolyte Friendship Register
Apr. 3™ Katie Watkins Garrett Madden Grant Madden
Apr. 10t Ashley Kangas Laura Kvidt Emily Fiscus
Apr. 17t Justin Schroeder Elizabeth Bloy Maddie Bonnette
Apr. 24" Erin Ricker Daniel Buth Daisy Collins
May 1% Jessica Pfliger Jaynie Adams Clayton Gibson
May gth Wade Pickett Henry Adams Elise Harris
May 15t Megan Watkins Emily Adams Grant Bakken
May 22™ Keith Schroeder Madison Countryman Sidney Bakken
May 29t Ezekiel Mueller Matthew Curtis Ava Johnson

Week of April 4 Clow/Hicks Doris Ford
Week of April 11 Pfeifer Harrington
Week of April 18 Freeman Countryman
Week of April 25 Hill Ellis
Week of May 2 Oberhelman Sporleder
Week of May 9 Lass Curtis
Week of May 16 Anderson Foust
Week of May 23 Azelton G & B Morgan
Week of May 30 Pfliger Watkins
Nursery Schedule

April 3 Peggy Covey/Sherry Kangas May 1 Buckley

April 10 Rob Nichols/Jenny Schroeder May 9 Quinn/Ricker

April 17 Buth May 15 Pfeifer

April 24 Easter/Volunteers May 22 Hill /Pfliger

May 29 Christopher
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April Birthdays

CONTACT INFORMATION

Pastor: Jonathan Schroeder ......... 770-253-4007

Dawn Collins 1 Anna Chapman 13 :’regdent-: gary Ef:llrhardt """"""" 2;::?;;2?2
Meredith Garrelts 1 Samantha Cook 13 Sr:;zt:;r: RZLyNilch.cl)llls. """"" 770-629-5228
Madelyn Quinn 1 Greta Watkins 13 . . o
. . Financial Sec.: John Kvidt ............ 770-252-9252
Sandra Giles 2 Sophia Caparoso 14 i
. Foundations: Jenny Schroeder ..... 770-253-6565
Jennifer Green 2 Andy Schwab 14
. . Preschool: Greg Morgan .............. 770-253-0380
Stephanie Bloy 5 Gary Hill 14
Elise Harri 5 Adria Lindemann 15 Outreach: Scott Buth .................... 770-683-3999
MI_Seh al PIS | 5 M'kla E::) T a 15 Prayer Chain: Dawn Hill................ 678-977-2946
A Ic IaeB e?:ls ﬁe 6 M! E IeI; T<k 16 Connect Group: Judy Christopher . 770-599-6055
Anff a Pen a 6 E |c‘| a: ba ; en 2 Teen Group: Nathan Nass.............. 770-253-4007
C,S dor;, iage ” Mm' VBIO ir‘; - Youth Group: Gary & Dawn Hill.... 678-817-6208
Klr;l VD Ickett . J ara sahc ard - Newsletter: Dawn Hill................ 678-977-2946
efly buncan ustin Schroeder Shermy Kangas .......... 404-680-2175
Nath Harris 8 Taylor Chapman 26
Kristie Hold 9 Tom West 26 If you have information for the newsletter,
please submit it to
StuarF Duncan 10 Avery West 27 e ES @I TA BRI
Dennis Walrath 10 Jan Creel 28 by the 25th of each month. Thank you.
Cayden Mueller 11 Sandy Collins 30
Jenny Springstroh 12 Grant Pickett 30
Luke Harrington 12 Jack Quinn 30
Marilyn Koenig 12
Video Taping Schedule
April 3 Caleb Christopher  May 1 Katherine Curtis
April 10 Luke Hendricks May 8 Cole Johnson
April 17 Anna Curtis May 15 Lauren Curtis
April 21 (Maundy Thursday) Keith Schroeder May 22 Caleb Christopher
April 22 (Good Friday) Joshua Buth May 29 Luke Hendricks

April 23 (Easter Vigil)
April 24 (Easter Sunday)

Keith Schroeder
Andrew Bjornas

April Ushering Teams May
Nichols Rob Morgan Greg
Christopher Jim Bjornas Richard
Curtis Ron Chapman Pascal
Everhart Jason Gibson Scot
Ford Jay Green Lee
Giles Blake Heitshusen Gary
Hold Tim Johnson Doug
Hoth John Kangas Tim
Morgan Robbie Lanier M'kf*
Nichols Tim Lass David
Pfeifer Jonathan Lindemann Nathan
Schwab Andy Quinn Jack

Redmon Rex



