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Focus on New Families at Faith
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Faith. Please meet the Lanier family, in their own words.

Tell us about the Lanier family.

We are a happy family of four. We have two children, Piper (3.5) a
Harrison (6), 3 ankle biting dogs (one is 112 years old!) and the kid
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School Resource Division, running the 12 week S.A.F.E. program

plays first base for our church softball team). In October, Ashley

started (along with two friends) a law firm specializing in communit

association law after working many years for another firm.

What brought you to Faith?
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church for years, and then made the decision to join as a family. We think of Faith as an extension of ogmeoane
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Tell us about Harrison.

Harrison has always loved going to Sunday School. He gets mad at us if we sleep in and miss Sunday School. We got ¢
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Tell us about Piper.
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a wonderful husband who shares my joy. We are very lucky to grow our family two ways, and love our kids very much.

Another addition to the family?

We are adopting a little boy from China! We just got the call about a month ago and we are so very excited. We have n
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We can send him toys, pictures, and clothes to help take care of him right now. It will probably be a year until we can ad
him, but we are so very happy!



HoOLY SATURDAY, APRIL 3RD 8:00 pm Easter Vigil Candlelight
Service Communion .
EASTERSUNDAY, APRIL 4TH 8:00 am Festival Service ' "
9:00 am Easter Breakfast pro—

10:30 am Festival Service 5
11:30am #EE]l AOAT 60 ' AOEOEOEAO

Confirmation Sunday & April 25th
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through instruction in the Word of God, and to prepare them to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

We will have our Examination of our 8th grade Catechism students in the sanctuary beginning at 9.15am. These
students will answer 100 questions about the truths of the Bible, illustrating what they have learned over these past

two years in Catechism class.

We invite everyone to come and watch these students share their faith with us in this special way. Copies of the

questions will be made available to the audience, so that you could check up on your own knowledge of Scripture.
We'll begin a special worship service at 10.30am that celebrates the Confirmation of these students.

This year we have the following confirmands:
Joshua Buthson of Scott and Holly Buth Megan Eberledaughter of Don and Lisaann Pauli
Lee Greenson of Lee and Kim Green Cole Johnsorson of David and Kim Johnson

Hannah Schradedaughter of Bill and Sharon Smathers; Kent and Cathy Schrader

Foundations

Summer College Course at Faith
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is a three week intensive class from Jundurie 25, 2009. The class will be held MorBagiay, from 6:00pm
8:15pm for these three weeks. Dr. Ronald Buelow, from Wisconsin Lutheran College, wilisibe anFaith

teaching the course.

The course is open to juniors and seniors in high school, college studenttraddional __
students, and continuing education students. This class is worth three college credits ¢| 4
transfer into most universities and colleges.

F_or more information, please contact Jenny Schroedév@idations.director@gmail.coror FOUNDATIONS
via phone at 404667-0292. LEARNING A 5TEP AHEAD
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How is Your Seed?

It is that time of the year where those of us who tinker with gardening begin to prepare the ground for
what we hope is a beautiful, productive flower or vegetable garden.

As a vegetable gardener, | was tilling the $dilirning over all 3,000 square féegetting ready for

my summer vegetables, which | could almost taste, when | began to see new growth beginning to
sprout. Of course this was not just any new growth, it was spring weeds. With this sight in mind, it
made me remember the parable of the sower that Jesus told to his disciples.

Matthew 13: 29

3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying: "A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he
was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on
rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6
But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root.
7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on
good soil, where it produced a craghundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 He who has
ears, let him hear."

Of course, Jesus was not exactly speaking about actual seeds that are being planted. His message to th
disciples was to illustrate how we all have that seed of faith planted in us. The question becomes how
do we take care to nurture that seed or are we having outside assistance to help the seed of faith grow?
In my own personal case, it is a bit of both.

As a gardener, | know that | spend countless hours in the spring preparing the saill, fertilizing, planting
my seeds, watering, weeding, etc. so | can enjoy a bountiful harvest. And these harvests come at dif-
ferent times during the summer and will be shared with family and friends. And so is my faith, which
not only do | nourish, but my church family helps to nourish so that I/we enjoy life eternally.

Our faith is like the seed that Jesus mentions. Where does your seed lie?

Do we allow others to divert us away from our faitfconsumed by others)

How strong are our roots of faith(do we have faith but it is on a bookshelf)?

Do we allow others to lead us astray so we can be in the grdoheked out or overcome by
other influences)?

Or, is your seed planted on good soil? By faith, you know that your harvest will be bountiful
because through the death and resurrection of Christ Jesus we will have eternal life. And
because of this faith and guidance by the Holy Spirit, we also help to nurture other seeds of
faith as messengers of Christ Jesus spreading the good news to those around us.

As | close, not only am | looking for a successful harvest from the garden, but also the best harvest of
all time when those saeedushdafedf,aistilktfiyproadudeda ra yc
we meet our Savior in Heaven.

by Greg Morgan
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results of the Georgia P4¢ lottery as several students register both here and with the
FAITH capre hy 08 68 1y26 6KSNB 2dNJ ydyo SNE &Gl yRS
L%::;jfo‘?ﬁr We do have a few more spaces available for students in both the 3 and 4 year old
b g classrooms. If you know anyone that is interested, | would be glad to give you

information to share with them.

The preschool is looking for some gently used farm toBarns, tractors, animals and silos would all be
wonderful additions to our toy selectionlf you have any that you would like to donate or if you pick up
anything over the summer at garage sales, please give them to Holly or leave them on the countertops in one of
the classrooms.
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0SS OKSNIDa | ThiGeed lfd? & subskitdte/ ebuld be on any day of the week and in any of our
classrooms.The hours are from 8:452:15. This is a paid position on the days utilizdflyou are interested
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offer you substitute opportunities on the days that you request.
| wanted to say thank you to all the people who take the time to clean the church and take care of it while you
are here. | never know when my preschool tours are going to blossom into a church tour, but | get the
opportunity often. | have never once been embarrassed to open the doors of the church because our church is
loved and well cared forlt makes a great first impressiohank you!

Holly Buth

Wednesday Nights at Faith

Wednesday night activities resume on April 14th at 7:00pm
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Bible studypacket can be picked up from Holly Bus.&dSy A F &2dz OF yQi 02YS:
participate from home on your own.

U Youth Group

Our weekly meetings will resume from April 14 through May 5th. Then we will break for the
summer. Our annual loék will be on Friday, April 30th beginning at 8:00pm. More
information to follow. All youth in grades 4th7th are invited to join us.

Page 4 FOCUS



Church Softball Team

Greetings from the sluggers on your church softball team. We wanted to invite you to come out and join us on
the diamond for some stupendous spring softball.

We play at Hunter Recreation Complex (2970 Highway 16 E Sharpsburg) on Thursday nights. Check out our
schedule and our pictures below.

Date Time Opponent
April 8 th 9:00 PM Ebenezer
April 15 th 8:00 PM Palmetto
April 22 nd 9:00 PM White Oak Presbyterian
April 29 th 7:00 PM Rehoboth
May 6th 8:00 PM Bethlehem
May 13th 9:00 PM Turin

Double plays bring smiles.

Another big hit. Excellent plate intensity.
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