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Pastor Jonathan Schroeder    770-253-4007 

CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƴŜǿ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎ ƘŜǊŜ 
at Faith. Please meet the Countryman family, in their own words. 

Tell us about the Countryman family. 

We are a close-knit, happy family of 7. Jimmy works as a manager at a 
carton factory in Alabama, and Kristen is an in-home beautician. We have 
5 wonderful children: Jimmy (11), Jeremy (9), Alyssa (8), Madison and 
Miranda (5).The boys enjoy football and the girls are up for softball. 

Sounds like a full house, huh? 

(laughs) We even have two cats, and have recently adopted Kelly from 
the humane society.  Kelly is a  8 week old collie-retriever mix, and is a 
ōǳƴŘƭŜ ƻŦ ŜƴŜǊƎȅΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŎƘŜǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǎƘƻŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΗ 

What brought you to Faith? 

Two years ago, Molly Parsons (wife of former vicar Mark Parsons) was 
!ƭȅǎǎŀΩǎ ƪƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΦ  {ƘŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ 
kinda hemming and hawing on what to do. We decided to check it out, and loved it. Very nice congregation. Pastor 
Schroeder was fabulous. 

What brought you to Georgia? 

²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ мн ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ф ǘƛƳŜǎΦ IƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ Řƻǿƴ 
ƘŜǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ WƛƳƳȅΩǎ ƧƻōΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘΦ tŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƴƛŎŜǊ ƛƴ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ ǘƘŀƴ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΦ !ƭƭ 
ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ ǎŀȅ ά¸ŜǎΣ ǎƛǊέ ŀƴŘ ά¸ŜǎΣ ƳŀΩŀƳΦέ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ 

What do you enjoy about Faith? 

²Ŝ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜŀŘ ƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΦ 
IŜǊŜ ŀǘ CŀƛǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƛǎ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ƭŀȅƳŀƴΩǎ ǘŜǊƳǎ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ƭƛŦŜΦ ±ŜǊȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ 
be here. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ CŀƛǘƘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎΚ 

LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŀǘ CŀƛǘƘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ - ƛǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎΦ  hǘƘŜǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ WŜǎǳǎ ƭƻǾŜǎ ȅƻǳΣ ŀƴŘ 
how we put our trust in him. They would throw in other things ς ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƛǊǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘΦ LǘΩǎ ƳƛƴŘōƻƎƎƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
ǘƛƳŜ ǎǇŜƴǘΣ ǎǘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀƴƪ-you for 
ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ WŜǎǳǎ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƭƻǾŜΦ LǘΩǎ ǎƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ς every person on this planet needs 
to be doing that. 
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Met anybody at church? 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƻ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ CŀƛǘƘ ς everybody talks to you like they know you. Everyone is very eager to get to know 
you.  Such great people ς Antoinette is an absolute doll. She loves to answer questions and guide us in the right 
way. Dawn is so awesome for teaching the youth group ς WƛƳƳȅ ŀƴŘ WŜǊŜƳȅ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ !ƭȅǎǎŀ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ƧƻƛƴΗ 
Pastor Schroeder is so sweet, he never seems to have a bad day. Ever.  I look forward to meeting all the new 
people at Faith! 

What difference has Faithbuilders, and being a member at Faith, made in your life? 

A complete difference. You think you know a lot about the Bible, but then when you go through Faithbuilders, you 
ƭŜŀǊƴ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜΦ L ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƛǘΣ Řƻ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ ¸ƻǳ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǎƻ 
much about Jesus.  Learning about Jesus, we make that a focus for our kids. We want to get them to church often, 
ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜŀǊ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ƳƻǊŜΦ ²Ŝ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΦ Lǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǎ ǎǳŎƘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘΦ ²ƘŜƴ WƛƳƳȅ ƛǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ 
ŀ ōŀŘ ŘŀȅΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ǿŜ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ 

Financial News From 2009  

In our November 29th meeting, the Council of Ministry approved a new budget for 2010.  The new budget is 
for $228,872.00, less $12,000 credit from Pre-K which is to help with utilities and mortgage costs.  While we 
worked to keep it as lean as possible, there were some expenses that did go up.  For example, our mortgage 
payments increase on an annual basis, we expect utility costs to increase with additional classrooms, we would 
like to spend more on Outreach and we provided our workers with a modest increase.  The 2010 budget 
represents a 3.2% increase over 2009.  Divided into a weekly figure, our work as a congregation here in 
Sharpsburg needs $4,170.00 in general offerings per Sunday in 2010. 

Gary Eckhardt, Congregation President 

Faith Lutheran Preschool  

Registration is now open to the community.  LΩƳ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 
program.  Contacts made over the past year have allowed me to mail 
out over a dozen packets and conduct almost as many tours.    

With that in mind, if you or someone you know has interest in our 2, 3 
or 4 year old preschool program, please pick up an information packet 
from me soon.  Additionally, I can be reached at the church number 
770-253-4007 Mondays through Thursdays from 8:30-12:30. 

One of the extra fun events going on at the preschool this month is 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άL ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƻΦέ  Parents and grandparents are taking 
ǘǳǊƴǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ  The children love to 
be read to and having their special someone come in to read to them 
and their friends is such fun! 

Holly Buth, Faith Lutheran Preschool Director 
"Having Fun Rolling out Cookie Dough." 



 

 

February Volunteer Schedules 

Acolyte & Friendship Register 

    Acolyte    Friendship Register 

  Feb 7   Andrew Bjornas                                          Justin Schroeder & Katie Watkins 

 Feb 14   Megan Watkins                                          Sam Pfliger & Laura Kvidt 

 Feb 21    Noah Kvidt                                                  Grant Heinz & Nicholas Johnson 

 Feb 28   Joshua Buth                                                Daisy Collins & Megan Buth 

Nursery Schedule 

 Feb. 7  Christophers 

 Feb. 14  Pfeifers 

 Feb. 21  Hill/Pfliger 

 Feb. 28  Quinn/Ricker 

Cleaning Schedule 

Week of February 1: ----------------------------------------  Johnston & Carter 

Week of February 8: ----------------------------------------  P&J Green & K. Schroeder 

Week of February 15: ---------------------------------------  Springstroh & Cook 

Week of February 22: ---------------------------------------  Peterson & Bjornas 

Video Taping Schedule 

Feb. 7  Joshua Buth 

Feb. 14   Andrew Bjornas 

Feb. 21  Mathew Bjornas 

Feb. 28  Luke Hendricks 

Ushering Team 
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Eckhardt Gary 

Bloy Aaron 

Duncan Stuart 

Freeman Todd 

Green Patrick 

Johnston Raymond 

Duncan Colin 

Madden Bill 

Duncan Matt 

Pfliger Michael 

Soleto Joseph 

Sporleder Wayne 

Moro Mike 



 

 

Pastor:  Jonathan Schroeder ......... 770-253-4007 

President:  Gary Eckhardt .............. 678-364-1383 

Treasurer:  Gary Hill ....................... 678-817-6208 

Secretary:  Rob Nichols ................. 770-629-5228 

Financial Sec.:  John Kvidt ............. 770-252-9252 

Women of Faith:  Jenny Schroeder . 770-253-6565 

Preschool:  Greg Morgan ............... 770-253-0380 

Outreach: Scott Buth .................... 770-683-3999 

Prayer Chain:  Judy Christopher ..... 770-599-6055 

Teen Group: Vicar Schleis .............. 770-253-4007 

Youth Group:  Gary & Dawn Hill...... 678-817-6208 

Newsletter:  Dawn Hill ................... 678-817-6208 

                        Sherry Kangas ............ 404-680-2175 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

If you have information for the newsletter, please 
submit it to faithadmin@gmail.com  

by the 25th of each month.  Thank you. 

February Birthdays  

Al Creel  2/3 

Emma Kvidt  2/3 

Julie Redmon  2/6 

Shirley Seguin  2/9 

Valerie Lee  2/10 

Matthew Garrelts 2/12 

Jaden Everhart 2/13 

Jennifer Caparoso 2/14 

Mary Beth Eckhardt 2/14 

Kate Harris 2/15 

Dick Wulf 2/15 

Versailles Weigel 2/16 

Wayne Sporleder 2/18 

Janice Webb  2/19 

Linda Hoth  2/21 

George Carter  2/22 

Grace Shelley  2/22 

Jonathan Pfeifer 2/24 

Michelle Bjornas 2/28 

Madelynn Garrelts  2/28 

Lenten Suppers & Devotions 

This year our Lenten suppers and devotions begin on Ash Wednesday, February 17, 2010.   

Each Wednesday during the Lenten season we will gather for dinner and devotion.   

Supper:   begins at 6:00pm  

Devotion:   begins around 6:45pm 

Choir Practice: begins at 7:30pm 

Please check the table in the gathering area for a list of food items to bring to the supper.  

If you have any questions please contact Sarah Kvidt or Judy Christopher.  

Calling all softball players.   

Spring is rapidly approaching and we will be fielding a church softball team for the spring 
season.   

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ /ƻǿŜǘŀ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ƳŜƴΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƭŜŀƎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ƻǊ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ 
nights from mid March to mid May.   

Anyone interested in playing, please contact Scott Buth, at buthhalfdozen@numail.org or 
770 683-3999. 

Softball anyone? 
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